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 Academic achievement is closely intertwined with achievement motivation, as a 
student's drive to succeed plays a pivotal role in determining their academic outcomes. The 
objectives of the study were: (i) To study the level of academic achievement of government 
secondary school scheduled caste students. (ii) To study the status of achievement motivation 
of government secondary school scheduled caste students. (iii) To find the relationship 
between academic achievement and achievement motivation of government secondary school 
scheduled caste students. A descriptive survey type research method was adopted by the 

researcher to conduct this study. A total of 50 government secondary school scheduled caste students 
from 10 government secondary schools are selected as a sample by using purposive sampling technique. 
SA-I examination scores were collected to study the level of Academic Achievement and Academic 
Achievement Motivation Test by T.R.Sharma (2023) was used to study Achievement Motivation. Statistical 
Techniques like Mean, SD, z-scores and correlation were used in this study. It has been found that 
Academic Achievement of most of the Scheduled Caste students of Government Secondary School, lies on 
moderate level as well as Extremely low level. The level of Achievement Motivation of the students is 
Average. A moderate correlation exists between academic achievement and achievement motivation of 
Government secondary school scheduled caste students. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 Academic achievement refers to the extent 
to which students attain their learning objectives, 
often measured through examinations or 

continuous assessment (Kuh et al., 2006). 
Various factors influence academic achievement, 
including motivation, intelligence, study habits, 
gender, attitude towards school, personality 
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aspects, and socio-economic status (Wigfield & 
Ecclestone, 2000). Among these factors, 
motivation is considered the primary driver of 
academic achievement (Ames, 1992). 
Achievement motivation is a psychological concept 
that describes an individual's drive to succeed, 
characterized by a need for achievement that is 
regarded as a personality trait (McClelland, 
1961) and a learned motivation (Bandura, 
1997). Motivation plays a crucial role in 
determining academic outcomes, as students who 
are motivated to achieve tend to set challenging 
goals, persist in the face of obstacles, and engage in 
deep learning strategies (Schunk, 1995). 
 The relationship between academic 
achievement and achievement motivation is 
reciprocal, with academic achievement reinforcing 
achievement motivation and vice versa 
(Harackiewicz et al., 2000). Educators can foster 
an environment that cultivates both achievement 
motivation and academic achievement by 
promoting a growth mindset, providing autonomy 
and feedback opportunities, and recognizing 
student accomplishments (Deci et al., 1999). A 
growth mindset encourages students to view 
challenges as opportunities for growth and 
development, rather than threats to their ego 
(Dweck, 2000). Autonomy and feedback 
opportunities enable students to take ownership 
of their learning and receive guidance on how to 
improve (Henderlong & Lepper, 2002). 
Recognizing student accomplishments reinforces 
their motivation to achieve and encourages them 
to continue striving for excellence (Bandura, 
1997). 
 Academic achievement is a complex 
construct that is influenced by various factors, 
including motivation, intelligence, study habits, 
and socio-economic status. Achievement 
motivation is a critical factor that drives academic 
achievement, and educators can foster an 
environment that cultivates both achievement 
motivation and academic achievement by 
promoting a growth mindset, providing autonomy 
and feedback opportunities, and recognizing 
student accomplishments. 
 
2. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
2.1. Studies conducted as National Level 
 Ansary, K. (2023) conducted a study on  
Achievement Motivation and Academic 
Achievement of the higher secondary school 

students. The findings of this study revealed that 
there is a significant positive correlation exists 
between achievement motivation and academic 
achievement of higher secondary school students 
and there is no significant difference exists 
between male and female and rural and urban 
students of higher secondary school regarding 
their achievement motivation. 
 Biswas, S. (2023) conducted a study on 
Impact of Academic Motivation on Academic 
Achievement. It has been found that there is a 
significant difference in achievement motivation 
and academic achievement between male and 
female students of adolescence. Female students 
have more achievement motivation and academic 
achievement than male students. There is a 
significant difference in the mean score of 
academic achievement between rural and urban 
adolescent students. Urban students have better 
academic achievement than rural students. There 
is a positive and significant correlation between 
achievement motivation and academic 
achievement of adolescent students. 
 Das, D. (2023) conducted a study on 
Achievement Motivation influencing Academic 
Achievement of secondary school students in 
relation to variations in gender and school 
interventions. From the above study it was found 
that, the students of Public schools had 
comparatively higher scores compared to the 
students of state government schools. In average, 
the girls had better achievement scores compared 
to the boys. 
 Rani, S &et.al (2023) conducted a study on 
A Study of Academic Achievement of Secondary 
School Students in Relation to Self-Concept.The 
result showed a positive correlation between self-
concept and academic achievement of secondary 
school students. It was also found that there was 
no significant difference between academic 
achievement and self-concept of boys and girls 
students based on gender and type of schools. 
 Sethi,M. & Singh, G.&Jaidka, M. 
(2022)conducted a study on Comparative study of 
academic achievement of scheduled caste and non-
scheduled caste adolescents. The results of the 
study showed that Academic Achievement of Non-
scheduled Caste Adolescents was significantly 
higher as compared to Scheduled Caste 
Adolescents. 
 Vankar, J & Vaghela, I. (2022) conducted 
a study on achievement motivation among 
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scheduled caste secondary school students in 
relation to certain variables. It was found that, 
there is a positive significant difference between 
the mean score of scheduled caste boy and girl 
students on achievement motivation scale. Girl 
students have more achievement motivation in 
comparison of the boys students. There is a 
positive significant difference between the mean 
score of scheduled caste students of rural and 
urban area on achievement motivation scale. 
Urban students are more motivated on 
achievement rather than scheduled caste rural 
students. 
 
2.2. Studies Conducted at International Level 
 Sumi, S. S & et. al (2022) investigated a 
study on the determinants of academic 
achievement at secondary levels: A case study in 
Magura district of Bangladesh. The major findings 
were : Track of education has positive relation 
with academic achievement , institutional features 
are an important catalyst of academic achievement 
of secondary students, individual’s academic 
achievement is influenced by his/her academic 
motivation and stress. 
 Xuan, D. & et.al. (2022) conducted a study 
on Achievement Motivation Across Gender and 
Academic Level of Students at Islamic Institute of 
Education in China. The results explain that 
Chinese students achieved a degree in Medium of 
achievement motivation. Male and female students 
differed significantly on achievement motivation. 
Female is better than male in achievement 
motivation in areas of perseverance, self-
confidence, Recognize the importance of time, the 
desire to master the work and enjoy it. It shows 
also that there is significant difference among 
educational level on achievement motivation. 
 Okoro, L. &Ezegbe, B. (2021) conducted a 
study on Effect of motivation strategies on 
student’s achievement and interest in senior 
secondary school government in Nsukka 
Education Zone, Enugu State. It was found that the 
intrinsic motivation strategy had positive effect on 
the on the academic achievement and interest of 
students in Government than the extrinsic 
motivation energy, and that gender is not 
significant factor in determining students 
academic achievement and interest in 
government. 
 Usman, B. &Bilyaminu, J. (2021) 
conducted a study on Achievement Motivation and 

Academic Self-Efficacy as Correlates of Academic 
Performance among senior secondary school 
students in Bauchi State. From the study, it was 
found that there is a significant relationship exists 
between achievement motivation and academic 
performance; achievement motivation and self-
efficacy; self-efficacy and academic performance of 
senior secondary school students in Bauchi State. 
 Ng, S. F. & et. al (2016) conducted a study 
on A study of time use and academic achievement 
among secondary school students in the state of 
Kelantan, Malaysia. The major findings were: The 
time use activities of secondary school students in 
Malaysia have much in common with adolescents 
from around the world, suggested a need for all 
concerned with maximizing the educational 
opportunities of adolescents in Malaysia to 
examine the relationship between time use 
pattern and academic achievement. 
 
3. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
 To study the level of academic achievement 

of government secondary school scheduled 
caste students. 

 To study the level of achievement 
motivation of government secondary 
school scheduled caste students. 

 To find the correlation between academic 
achievement and achievement motivation 
of government secondary school scheduled 
caste students. 

 
3.1. Hypothesis of the Study 
 H01: There exists no significant relation 

between academic achievement and 
achievement motivation of government 
secondary school scheduled caste students. 

 
3.2. Operational definition of the key terms 
used 
 Academic Achievement: Academic 

achievement means competence of 
students shown in school subject for whom 
they have been taken instruction. In the 
present study, Academic achievement has 
been considered as the performance of 
class 9 scheduled caste students of 
government secondary schools, in their 
half-yearly examination. 

 Achievement motivation: Achievement 
motivation is the drive or desire to succeed, 
excel in tasks or goals and personal 
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fulfilment. In the present study, 
achievement motivation refers to the drive 
or desire of class 9 scheduled caste 
students to succeed academically, to set 
and achieve goals. This could mean 
overcoming social barriers and obstacles in 
order to achieve personal achievement. 

 Secondary school scheduled caste students: 
Scheduled caste students are the 
individuals belonging to the scheduled 
caste category as per the caste-based 
classification system in India. In the 
present study, secondary school scheduled 
caste students refers to the students, 
enrolled in secondary level (class 9) 
schooling, and belonging to scheduled 
castes, which historically have faced social 
and economic disadvantages. 

 
3.3. Delimitation of the study 
 The study is delimited to Balasore district 

as an educational district. 
 The study is delimited to Soro block of 

Balasore district. 
 The study is delimited to 16 government 

secondary school students. 
 The study is delimited to class 9 Scheduled 

caste students of government secondary 
schools. 

 
4. RESEARCH DESIGN 
4.1. Methodology 
 In this present study, the researcher used 
descriptive survey type research method to 
conduct this study. 
 
4.2. Population of the Study 
 The population of the present study 
constitutes all the class 9 scheduled caste students 
from the government secondary schools located in 
Soro block of Balasore district. 
 
4.3. Sample and Sampling of the Study 
 A total of 50 government secondary school 
scheduled caste students from 10 government 
secondary schools are selected as a sample by 
using purposive sampling technique. The schools 
from which the samples were taken are-
Hemaprava High School, Soro; Madhuban 
Vidyamandir, Manipur; Gopinath Government 
High School, Kudei; J.U. Nodal Bidyapitha, 
Mangalpur; Satyananda Government High School, 
Soro;Panchanan High School, Badkhuri;Satrughna 
Nath High School, Kesaripur;Panchayat High 
School, Kedarpur;Radhanath Bidyapitha, 
Soro;Bagudi Government High School, Bagudi. 

 

Sl.No. Name of the School No. of sample 
1 Hemaprava High School, Soro 5 
2 Madhuban Vidyamandir, Manipur 5 
3 Gopinath Government High School, Kudei 5 
4 J.U. Nodal Bidyapitha, Mangalpur 5 
5 Satyananda Government High School, Soro 5 
6 Panchanan High School, Badkhuri 5 
7 Satrughna Nath High School, Kesaripur 5 
8 Panchayat High School, Kedarpur 5 
9 Radhanath Bidyapitha, Soro 5 
10 Bagudi Government High School, Bagudi 5 
Total Total  

 

5. TOOLS OF THE STUDY 
 In the present study, the researcher used 
the following tools for the purpose of collection 
data 
 Academic Achievement Motivation Test by 

T.R.Sharma (2023). 

 Documentary analysis of SA-I examination 
score. 

 
5.1. Description of the tool 
 Academic Achievement Motivation Test 

by T.R.Sharma (2023): Academic 
Achievement Motivation test is developed 
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by Dr. T.R.Sharma , Professor and Dean, 
Faculty of education, Punjab University, 
Patiala. The final draft of the academic 
achievement motivation test has 38 items. 
For each item two response situations A 
and B have been given and the subjects are 
to mark either A or B by putting a tick  
mark in the appropriate box as per his 
thinking. 

 Reliability: The reliability of the test was 
determined by split-half (odd-even 
method. The reliability r got was +0.697 
which is significant at 0.1 level of 
significance. 

 Validity: The validity of the test was 
established on the three criterias, viz., 
Content, Criterion and Construct. 

 Components of the tool: Instigation, 
direction, magnitude, persistence of a 
learner. 

 SA-I examination score: The researcher will 
collect class 9 scheduled caste student’s 
test scores of SA-I examination, conducted 
within the institution and will use those 
scores to study their academic 
achievement. 

 

5.2. Procedure for data collection 
 After listing the total number of schools 
from the administrators of the block, the 
researcher personally visited all the schools, after 
getting the proper tool and then with the 
knowledge and permission of headmaster and 
teachers, data is collected from 50 government 
secondary school scheduled caste students of class 
9. 
 
5.3. Statistical Techniques Used for the Study 
 Statistical Techniques like Mean, SD, z-
score and correlation has been used by the 
researcher to analyze the collected data in this 
study. 
 
6. ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 
 Objective 1: The level of academic 
achievement of government secondary school 
scheduled caste students 
 The first objective was to study the 
academic achievement of government secondary 
school scheduled caste students. In order to 
accomplish this objective, the percentage of SA I 
marks of class IX was collected. Then the Mean of 
SA I marks of the students would serve as 
academic achievement. 

 
Table-1: Shows the distribution of students according to their level of Academic Achievement 

Sr. no Percentage Level Number of 
students 

Percentage 

1. Above 60% High 11 22% 
2. 45%-59% Moderate 15 30% 
3. 33%-44% Low 9 18% 
4. Below 33% Extremely Low 15 30% 

 
 From the above table, it was found that, out 
of 50 students, 11(22%) students are having high 
level of academic achievement, 15 (30%) students 
are having moderate level of academic 

achievement, 9 (18%) students are having low 
level of academic achievement whereas 15 (30%) 
students are having extremely low level of 
academic achievement. 

 

 
Fig-1: shows the distribution of students based on their level of academic achievement. 
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 Objective 2: The status of achievement 
motivation of government secondary school 
scheduled cast students 
 The second objective was to study the 
achievement motivation of the government 
secondary school scheduled caste students. In 
order to accomplish this objective, Academic 

Achievement Motivation Test by T.R.Sharma 
(2023) was used. The final draft of the academic 
achievement motivation test has 38 items. For 
each item two response situations A and B have 
been given and the subjects are to mark either A or 
B by putting a tick  mark in the appropriate box as 
per his thinking. 

 
Table-2: Shows the item wise responds of the students with their percentage. [N=50] 

Items 
Responses 

YES NO 
Number Percentage(%) Number Percentage(%) 

1 36 72 14 28 
2 39 78 11 22 
3 48 96 2 4 
4 49 98 1 2 
5 21 42 29 58 
6 35 70 15 30 
7 43 86 7 14 
8 35 70 15 30 
9 44 88 6 12 

10 44 88 6 12 
11 31 62 19 38 
12 17 34 33 66 
13 43 86 7 14 
14 30 60 20 40 
15 29 58 21 42 
16 7 14 43 86 
17 44 88 6 12 
18 22 44 28 56 
19 40 80 10 20 
20 37 74 13 26 
21 33 66 17 34 
22 29 58 21 42 
23 46 92 4 8 
24 41 82 9 18 
25 49 98 1 2 
26 45 90 5 10 
27 27 54 23 46 
28 42 84 8 16 
29 43 86 7 14 
30 41 82 9 18 
31 38 76 12 24 
32 39 78 11 22 
33 47 94 3 6 
34 44 88 6 12 
35 47 94 3 6 
36 42 84 8 16 
37 28 56 22 44 
38 24 48 26 52 

The above table depicts the item wise responds of the students to the correct and incorrect options. 
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Table-3 : Z- Score Norms for Academic Achievement Motivation 
Raw Score z- score Raw Score z- score 
0 -5.813687 20 -1.658085 
1 -5.605907 21 -1.450305 
2 -5.398127 22 -1.242525 
3 -5.190347 23 -1.034745 
4 -4.982567 24 -0.826965 
5 -4.774787 25 -0.619185 
6 -4.567006 26 -0.411405 
7 -4.359226 27 -0.203624 
8 -4.151446 28 0.0041556 
9 -3.943666 29 0.2119357 
10 -3.735886 30 0.4197158 
11 -3.528106 31 0.6274959 
12 -3.320326 32 0.835276 
13 -3.112546 33 1.0430561 
14 -2.904766 34 1.2508362 
15 -2.696986 35 1.4586163 
16 -2.489206 36 1.6663963 
17 -2.281425 37 1.8741764 
18 -2.073645 38 2.0819565 
19 -1.865865   

 
The above table depicts the z-scores of the raw scores. On the basis of the statistical results given in 

table 3, z-score Norms have been developed, and the same have been presented in table 3. 
 

Table-4: Norms for interpretation of the Level of Academic Achievement Motivation 
Sr. 
No. 

Range of 
Raw Score 

Range of 
z-Score 

Grade Level of Academic 
Achievement 
Motivation 

Number 
of 
students 

Percentage 
(%) 

1. 
 

38 and 
above 

+2.01 & 
above 

A Extremely High 0 0 

2. 34 to 37 +1.25 to 
+2.00 

B High 2 4 

3. 31 to 33 +0.50 to 
+1.24 

C Above Average 14 28 

4. 26 to 30 -0.49 to 
+0.49 

D Average 19 38 

5. 23 to 25 -1.25 to – 
0.50 

E Below Average 9 18 

6. 19 to 22 -2.00 to -
1.26 

F Low 3 6 

7. 18 and 
below 

-2.01 & 
below 

G Extremely Low 3 6 

 
 From the above table, it was found that, out 
of 50 students, 2 students (4%) are having high 
level of achievement motivation, 14 students 
(28%) are having above average level of 
achievement motivation, 19 students (38%) are 
having average level of achievement motivation, 9 

students (18%) are having below average level of 
achievement motivation, 3 students (6%) are 
having low level of achievement motivation 
whereas 3 students (6%) are having extremely 
low level of achievement motivation. 
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Fig-2 :Distribution of students on the basis of their Level of Academic Achievement Motivation 

 
 Objective 3: To find out the correlation 
between academic achievement and achievement 
motivation of government secondary school 
scheduled caste students. 
 Correlation is a measure of the association 
or the relationship that exists between two 
variables. 

6.1. Testing of Hypothesis: 
 H01- There exists no significant relation 
between academic achievement and achievement 
motivation of government secondary school 
scheduled caste students. 

 
Table-5: Shows the correlation between Academic Achievement and Achievement Motivation 

Group Mean SD r Remark 
Academic 

Achievement 
282.44 108.12 

0.452613387 
 

Moderate 
correlation 
and Ho1 is 

rejected 
Achievement 
Motivation 

27.98 
 

4.812780604 
 

 
 From Table 5, it has been found that the 
coefficient of correlation between achievement 
motivation and academic achievement of the 
government secondary school scheduled caste 
students is 0.452613387. Results of the Pearson 
correlation indicated that a moderate correlation 
exists between academic achievement and 
achievement motivation. So, the null hypothesis, 
“There exists no significant relation between 
academic achievement and achievement 
motivation of government secondary school 
scheduled caste students” is rejected. 
 
7. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
7.1. Major Findings of the Study 
 Academic Achievement 
 The mean academic achievement score of 

50 Scheduled Caste students is 282.44. 
 Distribution of students according to their 

level of academic achievement: 
 22% (11 students) have high academic 

achievement (above 60%). 

 30% (15 students) have moderate 
academic achievement (45-59%). 

 18% (9 students) have low academic 
achievement (33-44%). 

 30% (15 students) have extremely low 
academic achievement (below 33%). 

 Achievement Motivation 
 The mean achievement motivation score is 

27.98. 
 Distribution of students according to their 

level of achievement motivation: 
 4% (2 students) have high achievement 

motivation. 
 28% (14 students) have above-average 

achievement motivation. 
 38% (19 students) have average 

achievement motivation. 
 18% (9 students) have below-average 

achievement motivation. 
 6% (3 students) have low achievement 

motivation. 
 6% (3 students) have extremely low 

achievement motivation. 
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 Correlation between Academic 
Achievement and Achievement Motivation 
 There is a moderate positive correlation (r 

= 0.452613387) between academic 
achievement and achievement motivation. 

 The null hypothesis "There exists no 
significant relation between academic 
achievement and achievement motivation 
of government secondary school scheduled 
caste students" is rejected, indicating a 
significant relationship between the two 
variables. 

 
8. CONCLUSION 
 Academic achievement encompasses the 
academic outcomes that signify the extent to 
which a student has attained their learning 
objectives (Hattie, 2009). Achievement 
motivation plays a pivotal role in driving 
individuals to succeed, as it augments focus, effort, 
and resilience, ultimately leading to improved 
performance and accomplishment (Ames, 1992). 
According to Ecclestone (2007), achievement 
motivation serves as a powerful catalyst for 
academic achievement, driving individuals to 
strive for excellence, persevere through 
challenges, and ultimately attain academic success. 
 This, in turn, fosters a lifelong pursuit of 
learning and accomplishment (Dweck, 2006). As 
Pintrich (2004) notes, achievement motivation is 
a crucial factor in determining students' 
engagement, persistence, and ultimate academic 
achievement. Moreover, research suggests that 
achievement motivation can be influenced by 
various factors, including teacher support, 
parental involvement, and socio-cultural context 
(Wigfield & Ecclestone, 2002). 
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