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  The present study aims to explore the relationship between poverty and education in Jammu 

and Kashmir. In this study, the researcher analyzed the review-based relationship between poverty and 

education and applied secondary sources of data such as books, articles, census reports, different 

research journals, and websites in order to explore the nexus between poverty and education in J&K. 

The researcher will use theoretical, political, socioeconomic, and cultural perspectives to clarify the 

problem. An analysis of the conceptual literature reveals that a lot of people are living below the poverty 

line in Jammu and Kashmir. They have no income source for education, but the government of India has 

already taken many policies to reduce poverty and elevate the education system in Jammu and Kashmir. The 

findings of the study show that poverty is the main cause of illiteracy. Poverty has a detrimental impact on 

education, including lower enrollment rates, dropout rates from elementary through secondary and higher levels of 

education, a lack of education, and domestic abuse that affects a child's education. The government of India should 

pay special attention to the students of Jammu and Kashmir for the restoration of the enrolment ratio and uplifting 

the education system of the state as well as the nation. 
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1. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

Jammu and Kashmir is one of the union 
territories of India. This northern UT of India, 
which has an estimated population of almost 13.62 
million and a total area of over 22,236 square 
kilometers, is also well known as paradise on 
earth. The UT is divided into two regions, Jammu 
and Kashmir, which are further divided into 20 
districts for administrative and programmatic 
purposes. The J&K region's topography makes it 

difficult to build a sufficient infrastructure, and 
terrorism and militancy, which have severely 
damaged public property, lost many lives, and 
disrupted daily life, make the situation much 
worse. The majority of the educational institutions 
in rural areas were destroyed, and the reduction in 
instructional time had a significant negative 
impact on student learning outcomes. Education is 
only an instrument that can improve the well-
being of an individual and reduce poverty. A 
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person is considered to be in poverty if they are 
unable to maintain a minimal standard of living in 
accordance with their basic needs or the necessary 
amount to meet those needs. World Bank (2006) 
It is generally accepted that poverty and education 
are inversely related to each other; poor people 
often lack access to education, and those who do 
not have access to education are often forced to 
live in poverty. But first, it is important to discuss 
what poverty is. Before discussing how it relates to 
education. Poverty is not a single aspect, but there 
are other aspects of poverty besides low income or 
expenses. Amartya Sen's (1992, 2001) writings 
have advanced our knowledge of poverty as a lack 
of freedom of choice that results in a lack of ability 
to function effectively in society. The idea that 
poverty is simply a result of a lack of income 
extends much further than this uni-dimensional 
definition of poverty. Poverty is the absence of the 
necessary resources to meet the basic needs of life. 
It is influenced by the unavailability of easily 
accessible resources such as food, clean water, 
shelter, and clothing. In other words, the lack of 
means and insufficient income to support 
sustainable development is only one aspect of 
poverty. It appears in a number of ways, such as 
malnutrition and starvation, limited access to 
essential services like education and healthcare, 
discrimination, and a lack of participation in 
decision-making (United Nations). Poverty has 
also been seen in other contexts. This is closely 
related to social exclusion and inclusion. And it is 
said that social exclusion is a broad spectrum, and 
poverty is included in it. Leal Filho et al. (2021) 
for many, it also involves not having access to 
quality education, transportation, and health care. 
Every nation on the globe measures poverty in a 
unique way. "The international poverty line is set 
at $2.15 per person per day using 2017 prices. 
This means that anyone living on less than $2.15 a 
day is in extreme poverty" (World Bank). All 
societies consistently worry about poverty and 
continue to struggle with it. Children who grow up 
in low-income households deal with a range of 
difficulties throughout their lives. Poverty has 
imposed several adverse impacts on students' 
achievement, including inequalities in educational 
achievement, mental and emotional development, 
and wellbeing. Dike (2017). Hunger comes up 
frequently in existence, and students have trouble 
focusing on their education. Inadequate 
nourishment can also have a negative impact on 

their behaviour. Poor families find it difficult to 
send their young children to school on a regular 
basis. That increases the ratio of low attendance, 
and parents need resources to address all the 
barriers they face. Poverty is an obstacle to 
economic growth and development, and education 
is the only key tool that can overcome it. There is 
an inverse relationship between success in 
education and the occurrence of poverty; 
attainment of high-quality education also reduces 
the likelihood of an individual experiencing 
poverty. Awan et al. (2011) 

2. OBJECTIVES 
 To study the review-based relationship 

between poverty and education in Jammu 
and Kashmir.  

3. RESEARCH QUESTION 
 What is the relationship between poverty 

and education in Jammu and Kashmir? 

4. METHODOLOGY 
 In this study, a secondary source of data 
was used to explore the review-based theoretical 
aspect of the relationship between poverty and 
education in Jammu and Kashmir. 

5. RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN POVERTY AND 
EDUCATION  

The competency of society and a nation is 
achieved through education, which is a crucial tool 
for its sustainable development and determines its 
place in the global economy. It is seen as both a 
basic human right and an investment in human 
resource development, which plays a vital role in 
the eradication of poverty and child labor. 
According to UNICEF, inclusive education means 
that all students must be in the same classrooms 
and institutions. This includes genuine educational 
opportunities for previously disadvantaged 
groups, including children with disabilities as well 
as children who speak a minority language. It is a 
most effective means of overcoming 
discriminatory beliefs with students regardless of 
their caste, tribe, and regions, intellectual, 
linguistic, and other conditions to provide an equal 
chance to participate in education activities. 
Around the world, one in five children, teenagers, 
and young people are completely deprived of 
access to school facilities. The variables that 
continue to determine and restrict possibilities 
include poverty, place, gender, language, disability, 
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ethnicity, religion, migration, and status as a 
displaced person (UNESCO). Education has a 
positive impact on the earning of people; it is one 
of the ways to reduce poverty, including direct 
measures such as providing the poor with access 
to food and employment and indirect measures 
that give them access to services like education, 
health care, and other essential services that help 
them earn money or increase their income so they 
can escape the vicious circle of poverty. Tilak, J. B. 
(2002) there are significant indirect impacts of 
education in various other sectors. For example, 
high literacy rates can better control fertility rates, 
and graduates of any education programme in 
rural areas can claim to have the bare minimum of 
knowledge needed to have a significant effect on 
agricultural output. A well-educated community 
would produce the desired leadership in societies 
and, consequently, appropriate institutions. It 
encourages the policies and political commitment 
needed to implement social accountability in the 
delivery of public services, which increases the 
chances of poverty reduction and sustainable 
growth and development. Numerous studies 
conducted in developing nations have revealed 
that the availability of education varies according 
to household economic conditions. DHS, which has 
been conducted in many developing nations, 
makes it simpler to systematically investigate this 
variation across nations. Educational poverty is 
characterized by the exclusion of the poor from 
education, low enrollment or non-participation in 
schooling, high dropout and failure rates, low 
achievement rates, and finally, drop-out rates. 
Income poverty is largely caused by education 
poverty, and income poverty prevents individuals 
from overcoming educational poverty. Jasmine 
(2017) "relationship between poverty and 
education". The researcher used MPI and various 
poverty and education metrics. The study 
concludes that poverty will decrease if households 
invest in education to improve the system of 
education and health. Paul (2013) conducted a 
study on the tribal peoples of Kerala regarding 
poverty, dropout ratio, and enrollment ratio. In 
this study, the researcher revealed that the 
decrease in enrolment ratio is the primary cause of 
poverty, and poverty is also the primary cause of 
the absence of education and the decrease in 
enrolment ratio. Globally, high levels of poverty 
and illiteracy are connected to a complex system 

of deprivation that includes high levels of 
vulnerability. 

6. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
Suprabha and Drisya (2022) The study 

on the inclusive nature of higher education: myth 
or reality reveals that the tribal people of Kerala 
are educationally and economically 
underprivileged; they have a low literacy rate of 
64.4 percent as compared to the general 
population's 93.91 percent. According to this 
study, only 33.5 percent of tribal people are 
educated; they are deprived of and excluded from 
many amenities of development. They are residing 
in remote areas where the facilities for schools and 
other development are unavailable. The illiteracy 
and poverty of tribal parents are an important 
obstacle to education development. There is a 
need for more initiative and effective strategies for 
the betterment of the education system in tribal 
communities in Kerala. 

Rose et al. (2021) conducted a study on "A 
Comparison of Provision and Access to Inclusive 
Education for Children with Disabilities in a 
Metropolitan City and a Rural District in Telangana 
State, India". The study reveals that the 
government has taken numerous initiatives to 
develop the education system throughout the 
country. Due to this, education has improved, and 
people's behaviour has also changed towards 
education. Despite this, there is still much to be 
done to ensure that every student has access to a 
suitable education that satisfies their academic, 
physical, social, and emotional requirements. 

Neupane (2019), a study carried out on 
"Policy Framework for Education Development in 
Nepal," shows that gender inequality is present in 
society and that women are less preferred to 
educate than men. This disparity is more obvious 
in underdeveloped regions within countries on the 
basis of religion, caste, race, colour, and wealth. 
Also, educating girls is a waste of time and money; 
their thinking is that girls get married. Poverty 
plays a vital role in reducing girl education when 
resources are limited and families cannot support 
and send their girls to school. These lots of 
barriers exclude the girls from access to education 
and the mainstream. 
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Parveen, A., & Qounsar, T. (2018). 
"Inclusive education and challenges". In this study 
author reveals that the efforts made by 
governments and policy makers around the world 
to achieve inclusive education as a way to improve 
accessibility to high-quality education for all 
people have been met with numerous obstacles 
that seem to be slowing them down. But there are 
such other factors which reduce the participation 
of people in achieving quality education such as 
lack of human capital, expertise of teaching, 
qualification, society attitude, infrastructures lack 
of financial resource. These inadequate facilities 
have an impact on participants and the 
effectiveness of inclusion. 

Parziale and Scotti (2016) in his paper 
"Education as a resource of Social innovation" 
reveals that poverty and education are inversely 
correlated and argue that improvements made in 
the educational sector can promote both economic 
prosperity and social stability and state that the 
ultimate objective is to reduce social exclusion of 
people. In addition to its economic purpose of 
reducing income disparity, investment in 
education also serves a cognitive purpose by 
bringing the positive benefits of education to 
society. 

Mihai et al. (2015) according to this paper 
"Education and Poverty" those families who have 
with worse economic conditions tend to keep their 
children engaged in work to improve their 
economic condition, compromising their ability to 
attend school. But this creates a vicious circle 
because the decision not to pursue education due 
to poverty does not improve the prosperity of the 
individual or family; rather, it increases 
destitution and makes it difficult for a person to 
support themselves monetarily. 

Afzal et al. (2012) study the "Relationship 
among Education, Poverty, and Economic Growth in 
Pakistan from 1971–72 to 2009–10" and state that 
the process of economic development depends on 
making investments in education and human 
capital. Education contributes to a decrease in 
poverty and an improvement in both the 
socioeconomic condition of an individual and 
society as a whole. The authors also demonstrate 
that education has a positive and significant 
impact on real GDP over the long term. 

Awan et al. (2011) conducted a study on 
the "Impact of Education on Poverty Reduction" 
that analysed the relationship between education 
and poverty in Pakistan using data from secondary 
sources and conducted the study between 
1998/1999 and 2001/02. They came to the 
conclusion that there is a negative correlation 
between poverty and education. A better 
education system and well-educated people will 
reduce poverty in society. Education broadens the 
understanding, information, and skills that 
support higher earnings. Increases in earnings, 
income, or wages are the instantaneous result of 
education reducing the prevalence of poverty. 

Njong (2010) Utilizing information from 
the 2001 Cameroonian Household Survey, which 
was made available by the National Institute of 
Statistics, researchers examined the role of 
education as a key tool against poverty. The study 
is based on cross-sectional data and used a 
sample-selectivity-corrected logistic regression 
model for estimation. The dependent variable is 
the likelihood that a person would be poor, and 
the explanatory variables are various degrees of 
education and work experience. According to the 
findings, a person who is employed has a lower 
chance of being impoverished as their experience 
and educational levels increase. In terms of 
gender, the study found that a male's educational 
attainment reduces poverty more than a female 
equivalent. 

Ann and Ilektra (2009) conducted a study 
on "Poverty, Inclusion, and Inclusive Education: 
Exploring the Connections." In this study, the 
researcher explores the broader issues pertaining 
to poverty and inclusion, education responsibility 
assistance, and health, both in the southern and 
northern hemispheres. The researcher further 
adopts a documentary analysis of policy and a 
theoretical perspective for the study. The 
conclusion of the study reveals that there is a 
multidimensional aspect to poverty, and no 
isolated conditions are found in inclusion, 
inclusive education, or poverty. Without looking at 
the larger, interconnected issues of poverty, debt 
relief, and health for all, but particularly for 
women, the world cannot truly address issues 
related to inclusion and education. 
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7. REVIEW BASED DISCUSSION ON POVERTY 
AND EDUCATION 
 There is an inverse relationship between 
poverty and education all over India and also in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Poverty has effects on 
education. Poverty negatively impacts education 
via decreasing enrollment ratios, dropout rates 
from elementary to secondary and higher levels, 
lack of education, domestic abuse that affects the 
child's education, etc. Education is crucial to social 
advancement. Education alleviates poverty. 
Poverty and education are interconnected. 
Illiteracy increases poverty, but education reduces 
it. Tilak, J. B. (2002), conducted a study on 
income poverty and capability poverty and found 
that education for the impoverished reduces 
capability poverty. Overall, state income poverty 
hurts education's effectiveness, quantity, and 
equity. Educational poverty is part of capability 
poverty. Lack of education leads to income 
poverty, which inhibits people from overcoming it. 
The effect of poverty is not only on enrollment 
ratio but also on all aspects of education, such as 
dropout ratio, literacy ratio, enrollment ratio, 
financial outcomes, human capital, health, and 
overall development of individuals. It has been 
demonstrated that there are bidirectional causal 
relationships between poverty and educational 
attainment. On the one hand, access to education is 
hampered by poverty. On the other hand, those 
with education are thought to be less likely to fall 
into poverty. (Murphy & Tobin, 2011, Pungello 
et al., 2009) Poverty is now defined in a wider 
context by including numerous dimensions and 
indicators. There is a widespread belief that a 
person cannot be impoverished in all areas. As a 
result, there is a need to identify the particular 
dimension or indicator that causes an individual 
or society to be poor so that strategies can be 
intended for greater success. Making some 
investments is the only way to get out of poverty. 
The thing that has helped a lot of people escape 
poverty is education. (Wight et al., 2010) 
conclude that education has transformed and that 
various models aimed at comprehending poverty 
have been applied to studies in order to better 
prepare institutions of learning to adopt successful 
policies and techniques. It is necessary for the 
higher authority to pay special attention to poor 
people's awareness through some programmes 
such as workshops, seminars, conferences, 
webinars, and other knowledgeable activities. 

Each and every individual needs to make 
sacrifices, such as spending money on education, 
jobs, and health sectors. Education is the main 
technique for removing poverty. The government 
of India has already taken initiatives for the 
removal of poverty, like the mid-day meal 
programmes, free uniforms, free books, some 
centrally sponsored schools in rural areas, and 
specific accommodation facilities for the students. 

According to the National Education 
Policy (2020), the education system is going to 
transform into a digital society. These days, ICT 
has a significant impact on every industry and also 
on education. Education must adapt to the 
changing technological world, but the high cost of 
information and communication technology (ICT) 
resources means that not everyone has access to 
the essential digital gadgets for learning. The 
Indian government, however, needs to step up and 
help those households that simply can't make do 
without access to modern technological amenities. 
Poverty in a state's economy has a negative impact 
on educational quality, access, and efficiency. 
Poverty affects enrollment, dropout, literacy, 
financial outcomes, human capital, health, and 
general development. Poverty and educational 
attainment are linked. Poverty hinders education. 
Educated people are less likely to be poor. 
 
8. CONCLUSION   
  The present study explores the relationship 
between poverty and education in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The review-based conceptual study 
reveals that a lot of people are living below the 
poverty line in Jammu and Kashmir. They have no 
income source for education, but the government 
of India has already taken many initiatives and 
policies for reducing poverty and uplifting the 
education system in Jammu and Kashmir, such as 
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), RMSA, and RUSA 
policies for the education system, free uniforms, 
free books, scholarship assistance for the students, 
the Mid-Day Meal Scheme for improving the 
enrolment ratio, and a better education system in 
Jammu and Kashmir. The findings of the study 
show that poverty is the main cause of illiteracy. 
Poverty has a detrimental impact on education, 
including lower enrollment rates, dropout rates 
from elementary through secondary and higher 
levels of education, a lack of education, and 
domestic abuse that affects a child's education. 
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The conclusion of the study reveals that during the 
COVID pandemic, the education system in Jammu 
and Kashmir was almost closed. But at this time, 
the government of India should pay special 
attention to the students of Jammu and Kashmir 
for the restoration of the enrolment ratio and the 
uplifting of the education system. Each and every 
state in our country wants to become a good and 
reputational institution in education, but the 
education system of Jammu and Kashmir also 
wants to become a quality and effective 
educational landscape. 
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