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  Literature can be studied by various ways. It has a large bearing on the ecological issues. It deals 

with areas pertaining to ecology in literature. Ecocriticism, literary theory, speaks for the voiceless 

earth. Since it takes an earth-centered approach to literary studies, it appeals to people to live in 

harmony with nature. It relates with nature or environment in the world. Janet Wilson is a pearl from 

the pearl city of Tuticorin in Tamilnadu. She was born on 18 April 1953. She has worked as a reputed 

Professor and the Head of the English Department in an esteemed institution, Sarah Tucker College. She 

has published national and international articles for journals and books. She is a teacher of both life and 

poetry. She is a poet. She wrote a poetry collection Lovescapes (2010). Her poems are really thought provoking. The 

reader may obtain spiritual pleasure on reading her poetry. She describes nature beautifully. She has love for nature 

like Wordsworth. This research paper deals with the poet’s portrayal of colourful nature and uniqueness of birds. 

This study brings out the merits of Janet Wilson’s concepts of Nature. This research paper delves into the portrayal 

of nature imagery in Janet Wilson's poetry collection, "Lovescapes." Recognizing the vital connection between 

nature and human well-being, the paper explores Wilson's unique perspective on ecological issues through the lens 

of Eco criticism. The study focuses on Natures capes, where Wilson vividly describes elements like butterflies, stars, 

moss, dandelions, ladybirds, owls, orioles, sunsets, and showers. The poet's keen observation and appreciation of 

nature are evident throughout her work. Examining specific poems, such as "There Is A Stillness In The Hills: A 

Sonnet" and "Every Beginning … Every End," the paper highlights Wilson's reflections on issues like deforestation 

and the cyclical nature of life. The poet draws attention to the interconnectedness of humanity and nature, urging 

readers to adopt a bio-centric view and live in harmony with the environment.  The research explores Wilson's 

treatment of flowers in poems like "O Fragile Flower," "Moss Flower," and "Dandelion," emphasizing their transient 

beauty and conveying moral lessons. Additionally, the paper delves into Wilson's ornithological explorations, 

showcasing her vivid depictions of birds like swallows, golden orioles, ladybirds, and owls.  Through detailed 

analysis, this study illuminates the depth of Janet Wilson's Lovescapes, celebrating her ability to capture the beauty, 

uniqueness, and interconnectedness of the natural world.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 People need nature for their physical and 
psychological well-being. Their surroundings are 
removed from nature, and their lifestyle is often 
accompanied by stress, anxiety, and emotions. This 
lifestyle decreases their potential to enjoy their lives 
entirely. Literature can be studied by various ways. It 
has a large bearing on the ecological issues. It draws 
the attention of academics, intellectuals, and writers. It 
deals with areas pertaining to ecology in literature. 
Ecocriticism explores a close relationship between 
nature and literature. Ecocriticism, literary theory, 
speaks for the voiceless earth. Since it takes an earth-
centered approach to literary studies, it appeals to 
people to live in harmony with nature. It relates with 
nature or environment in the world. It insists humans 
to have a bio centric view.  

 Janet Wilson is a pearl from the pearl city of 
Tuticorin in Tamilnadu. She was born on 18 April 1953. 
She has worked as a reputed Professor and the Head of 
the English Department in an esteemed institution, 
Sarah Tucker College in Tirunelveli, Tamilnadu in India. 
She has published national and international articles 
for journals and books. Her area of specialization is 
Christian literature. Her successful teaching made 
herself to become a creative writer too for forty years. 
She is a teacher of both life and poetry. She is a poet. 
She wrote a poetry collection, Lovescapes (2010). Her 
poems are really thought provoking. The reader may 
obtain spiritual pleasure on reading her poetry. She 
describes nature beautifully. She has love for nature 
like Wordsworth. 

English poetry gives pleasure. According to 
Martin Dodsworth’s view as “…a Romantic poetry… 
that prefers individual insight to the conventional 
values of its society, and that tends to see itself as a 
privileged, indeed sovereign and unique, way of 
looking at life and judging it” (Williams 84). She 
imitates to write different poems like Hopkins, 
Meredith, and Emily Dickinson. Moreover, she is the 
spectator of life. She is simple, humble and noteworthy 
person.  

Janet Wilson’s Lovescapes (2010) is divided 
into three divisions, Godscapes, Naturescapes and 
Manscape. Naturescapes reveals ornithology, 
floriculture, and chromatics. Her poetry is unique with 
the rare combination of realities and remedies. This 
research paper portrays the colourful nature of the 
world. She has given importance to beautiful colours of 
natural elements and uniqueness of birds. This study 
brings out the merits of Janet Wilson’s concepts of 
Nature.  

 Janet Wilson may be spending her life observing 
and appreciating Nature. Her verse focuses on such 
elements as butterfly, stars, moss, dandelion, ladybird, 
owl, oriole, sunset and shower. Nothing in nature 
escaped from her perceptive eye. She has used 
chromatics, study of colour, in her poems. Her 
experience of nature is reflected in nearly every poem 
she composed. 

The poet has written sonnet under the title 
“There Is A Stillness In The Hills: A Sonnet”. She 
expresses her view on deforestation, “Somewhere a 
bush caught a-fire” (4), there is a bush or a woody plant 
catches fire cause danger. Deforestation signifies one of 
the largest issues in global land. Fires are a part of 
nature but degraded forests are particularly 
vulnerable. She expresses her anguish thus: trees are 
shelter for birds to build nests. However, Fire is deadly, 
destroying homes, wildlife habitat and also the 
polluting air and its discharge is harmful to human 
health. Forest fire causes inequities in nature and risks 
biodiversity by reducing fauna and flora’s wealth. 

 In Wilson’s poem “Every Beginning … Every 
End”, she brings out the theme that every end there is a 
beginning. The poet watches a soft shoot that has green 
– hooked. The shoot comes up eagerly from the dead 
wood. That dead wood comes back to life. The poet 
searches the unsearchable. She wonders sometimes 
thus: why this pain-twisted life/ why the struggle and 
the strife/ why the meaningless angst/of human 
existence/ why no end at all (6-10). She is asking with 
anguish why human is having painful life. She is asking 
why it is struggle and strife in man. She asks why do 
human live? And replies that there is no end at all. She 
sees until the growing of the tweeny point of green 
shoots, she gets hope and asks the readers to leaves her 
worries aside. 

The last couple of lines motivate the readers 
thus “Every beginning has an end/ Every end a 
beginning (14-15)”. In every end, it is a beginning. It is 
true when the humans destroy the trees in the nature. 
It is not destroyed, it sprouts in the mean time to give 
the lesson to humankind, and they can get motivation 
from the nature. According to Lailah Gifty Akita, “The 
love for God is the love to protect environment” 
(Selwyn 370). The poet says in her poem “Flowers 
Fade” that the flowers fade but hope which is not die 
“Hope never dies;(2)” the poet says that the clouds 
changes but love is not having any alteration.  

Floriculture is the study of flowers, that the 
poet portrays the natural flower as “O Fragile Flower”. 
She describes about the beauty of the fragile flower. 
When the sweet wind blows, it is in vain. It is dancing 
and swaying. However, it has its own aroma. After the 
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sunset, it is forgotten and the “fast-fading day” (4), it is 
no more. People are also alike flowers. They are blind 
of self, greed, and false. The poet says that the man’s 
life span is short. She asks, “what good can evil reap in 
man’s brief span?”(8), she morally expresses that 
people have to get rid of their evil doings.   

 The poet brings out the essence of flowers. 
She says that each flower opens its flower and that is a 
silent praise of God. The flower is considered to be 
God’s inn. It provides God given nectar to the bees. It 
drinks to fill them. Every creation has its own 
uniqueness. 

 The poet expresses the beauty of the moss 
flower in poem “Moss Flower”. It grows and has 
different shades of flowers. According to Shelley’s “Ode 
to the West Wind”, he expresses about the moss flower 
thus: “All overgrown with azure moss and flowers/ so 
sweet, the sense faints picturing them! (35-36)” It is 
small in size and beautiful colour that is light purple 
colour. It waves like a small or tiny movement “elfin 
grace (6)’ in the breeze. It says that God puts it there. In 
the rocks, there is honey to sustain. It is uses to beget 
sweetness and joy. On seeing the plants nod merrily, 
the poet’s heart leaps with joy of God’s miracle. She is 
impatient. So she is ready to share God’s miracle and 
His beautiful creations to all.  

The poet talks about the beauty of Dandelion 
flower in the poem “Dandelion”. The flower grows 
abundantly everywhere and nourishes the eyes and 
children use its puff-ball to say their wishes.  According 
to Ruskin Bond’s poem “Dandelion” as “Please make 
my wish come true” (16) and also says “A flower 
divinely made!” (6). It has yellow heads. Its colour is 
“Rebellious Yellow” (1). It is grown in the garden. The 
garden has an enclosure because no animal can spoil 
the flowers, they may pull it out, or they may throw out 
and make them die. It is planted like the “Bunches of 
sun-splitting splendour (4)” The poet uses a beautiful 
alliteration here. Likewise, God’s love is planted. It is 
like the delight of the child. It is like a burning gold a-
frame. Therefore, it can be cool and tired. The sore 
hearts are transparent. Therefore, he stimulates it. On 
seeing the “...spring /sunny smiles that cheer” (10-11). 
These lines are having alliteration. It is scattered on the 
way because of spring season. She portrays Dandelion 
flower. 

Then the poet talks about the “Flowers”. In this 
poem, flowers are so beautiful in colour. On seeing 
along with dew, it is lovely. According to Man, it is like 
the stars on the high sky. The majesty roses flower 
teaches the readers to sublime and pure lily is slender. 
It insists the readers to flee from sin. To teach 
repeatedly on seeing the nature, it gives deep moral 

education. Man can do anything. He can sail or fly on 
wings. However, God’s skill is so divine. It can be 
designed by the floral showers. It is fed by His love dew 
that is true love or pure love, on admiring that one 
praises the Almighty God. 

The poet says about the view of life in the poem 
“Desert Splendour”. She gives Eco friendly colour green 
marvellously. She talks about the Cactus plant is, green 
in colour, pleasant to the eyes of the readers. However, 
it has angry spikes. She expresses it beautifully thus: 
“Cactus green and angry spikes”. She presents her 
poetic theme as the plant has beautiful appearance but 
it also has rough spike quality. Likewise, she 
symbolically expresses that a man has beautiful 
outward appearance but he may have negative inner 
qualities that have hidden in him.  

One day that dirty cotton shreds are twisting 
and it has made the thorns to bloom or blossom. A 
beautiful bud is grown from the cotton roll. It has a 
long stem that is like a missile of hairy silver. After 
waiting for a long time, it blooms its flower that is 
large, pinkish purple colour of destructible power. 
Even kings are not wearing splendour robed. She 
expresses chromatic depiction in her poem. 

Ornithology is the study of birds. Birds are the 
source of inspiration to poets in order to understand 
and relate with nature in different aspects like feelings, 
signs, beliefs, and used as messengers to communicate 
to far and distant places. They are having the ability to 
fly around the highest snow capped mountains to the 
endless seas and oceans. They are also referred to their 
excited and vibrant colours that reflect the brighter 
side of life. According to Nizzim Ezekiel’s poem “Poet, 
Lover, Birdwatcher” it is observed, “To watch the rarer 
birds, you have to go” (Daruwala 63). 

In Janet Wilson’s poem, “There Is A Stillness In 
The Hills: A Sonnet” the eagle flies on the sky. The eagle 
is often associates with the sun and Heaven. It is a 
powerful symbol of resurrection. It is also associated 
with lightning storms and thunderbolts. In Greek and 
Roman times, the eagle is the king of birds.  

Janet Wilson observes about the ‘swallow bird’ 
as “Somewhere a twittering swallows make” (7). Here 
it has the figure of speech onomatopoeia. The swallow 
is a family of passerine birds. It is found around all 
continents in the world. It is occasionally in Antarctica. 
The swallows symbolise that it will carry the sailors’ 
souls to heaven. It is connected to healing souls. It 
symbolises hope and prosperity. It is also a symbol of 
fertility and material instincts. The swallow as a 
Christian symbol represents the incarnation of Jesus 
Christ and the resurrection. It appears every spring to 
announce its arrival. In the Bible, “Like a swallow, like a 
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crane, so I twitter;” (Isaiah: 38: 14). In the poem, “The 
Scholar-Gipsy” Matthew Arnold describes the swallow 
birds as “Where black-wing’d swallows haunt the 
glittering/ Thames” (94-95). 

Janet Wilson’s chromatic views on about the 
bird Oriole in her poem “Golden Oriole”. The Indian 
golden oriole is very similar to the Eurasian golden 
oriole but has more yellow in the tail and has a paler 
shade of red in the iris and bill. Oriole is based on 
several Latin words that all mean golden. The golden 
bird is sitting on an antenna. A flash of glowing orange 
among the pale green of new leaves and a melodious 
whistle are floating on the breeze. It is watchfully 
waiting. The poet admires the colour of the bird and 
expresses it beautifully. Golden oriole inhabits 
woodlands, open forests, river valleys, plantations, 
parks, orchards and large gardens. This shy bird is 
rarely seen in the wild because it spends most of the 
time in the canopy. The poet brings out that it is a 
watchful bird, often alone and chirping repeatedly. So 
there is no other “echoing chripy” (5). It is anxiously 
scanning or searching over the tree top and the sky. It 
is having frightening eyes. Its major threats for the 
survival in the wild are habitat destruction. So it is 
fearfully watching. The poet insists the readers to be 
like the watchful Oriole. Its searching is also “Never 
ends” (13). Here the poet tells the readers have to 
search and it has no ends.  

Then Janet Wilson talks about the uniqueness 
of the ladybird in her poem “Ladybird”. The ladybird is 
also known as the ladybug. It is a small colourful beetle 
found all around the world. The ladybird is best known 
for its spotted body. It has red and black, and their 
ability to rid gardens of their aphid pests effectively. It 
is thought to be good luck to find that a ladybird has 
landed on, and most definitely bad luck to squash it. 
Janet Wilson’s “Lady Bird” is also red and spotted bird, 
black in colour. It is small and polished “nano -scale” 
(3). Ladybirds are small sized insects rarely growing to 
more than a centimeter in length. These are fearsome 
predators within their environment and known as 
gardener’s friend as they crunch all of the tiny pests 
that eat the plants. Ladybirds primarily eat aphids, 
greenfly, plant-lice and other small insects. The poet 
describes it as the farmers’ hate pests “While you drop 
dead/ mission accomplished!” (14-15), it is a pest. But 
it has a favourite material to cover its layer. It grows 
“larger than life” (10). It is considered as an “angel of 
destruction” (11). It rescues the crops to save mankind.  

Owl is a symbolic of a prying individual. It also 
refers to a thoughtful and virtuous individual. It is a 
sign of enlightenment and wisdom. It also means a 
warning of danger lurking around. The poet portrays 
the life of owl in her poem “Owl”. She starts and ends 
the poem with the refrain as: “Tu-wit, Tu-woo/ Tu-wit, 

Tu-woo” (1-2) this sound is considered to be an 
onomatopoeia. She uses a lot of alliteration here 
“hollow horror” (3) and “droning, descends” (4). The 
poet says that in a small valley between mountain 
looks terrified. A dull humming goes down from 
“nocturnal” (5). One creature is active at the night. It is 
roosting and staying in the branch of the tree. It flutters 
its wings and then it is gone. The poet asks, “woo-
where?” (18). She is in search of the bird. It is a night 
raider of mice and snakes. It cleans the earth.  

On seeing the owl, the insects take flight 
because of the insects, the earth is impure. Likewise, 
the knight rides and drives away the impure and dirty 
mind of the people from the earth. She is then asking, 
“Whoo are you / wise or cold?” (13) it is about the 
scavenger, who cleans the city and keep the city with 
eco-balance. She compares the knight and the 
scavenger with the owl. It is also cleansing the 
impurities from the earth and makes the city clean. She 
brings that the owl is the creature of night. It loves the 
dark. Hence, it is evil. Then she talks about knight who 
is brave, worthy and honourable. He represents the 
value of chivalry, truth, honour and justice. A scavenger 
is a person employed to clean the streets.  

The poet portrays butterfly beautifully in her 
poem “Butterfly”. Butterfly is an image of life. It is short 
lived. It has tiny wings. She sees a butterfly that it is 
having a splash of “tawny-black” (1). It is spotted 
beautifully.  She uses alliteration in the poem “Flashed 
by; /Fleeting / Flitting” (3-5). Then she talks about the 
butterfly that is taunting very high or tall among 
flowers. She says that it looks fairer than the flowers. It 
is having self-confidence to perform aerobatics. It is 
moving “from petal to petal” (13). It has wonderful 
wings to fly in air. She says that in stormy air it delights 
the spectator. It is disturbing within itself the unknown 
thing that is happening around the butterfly. When the 
strange mysteries reveal to it, it is “with a surge” (22) 
and it takes sudden flight within a fraction of second. It 
is a soundless flight. It is gone. The poet is searching for 
and exclaims “Where?!”(25) She does not know where 
it is gone.  

Thus, the poet is content to describe the birds, 
the flowers, insects, trees, just as they are and is 
content to let them speak their own messages. This 
paper describes the vibrant nature imagery of the poet 
wonderfully. She has given importance to beautiful 
colours of natural elements and uniqueness of birds. 
She purposes to express her experiences with real 
nature and revelation to nature imagery that reduces 
stress, anxiety, and aggression in human. 

2. CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, Janet Wilson's poetry collection, 

"Lovescapes," serves as a captivating exploration of 
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nature imagery, reflecting her deep connection with 
the environment and her keen observations of the 
natural world. Wilson, a distinguished professor and 
poet, brings forth the vibrant colors, unique 
characteristics, and interconnectedness of various 
elements in nature through her verses. The three 
divisions of her collection, "Godscapes," 
"Naturescapes," and "Manscape," particularly highlight 
her focus on the divine, the natural world, and human 
interactions with nature. Through the lens of 
ecocriticism, Wilson advocates for a harmonious 
relationship between humanity and the environment. 
Her poetry encourages readers to adopt a bio-centric 
view, emphasizing the importance of coexisting with 
nature for both physical and psychological well-being. 
Wilson's meticulous attention to detail is evident in her 
portrayal of birds, flowers, and other natural elements.  

The poems capture the essence of each subject, 
from the delicate fluttering of a butterfly to the 
majestic flight of an eagle. The use of chromatics, the 
study of color, adds another layer to her poetry, 
creating a vivid and immersive experience for the 
reader. Furthermore, Wilson addresses ecological 
concerns, such as deforestation, in poems like "There Is 
A Stillness In The Hills: A Sonnet." She eloquently 
expresses the repercussions of human actions on the 
environment, urging readers to contemplate the 
consequences of their choices. The collection also 
delves into the transient nature of life, symbolized by 
the fleeting existence of a butterfly or the cyclical 
pattern of beginnings and ends. Wilson's verses 
encourage introspection, posing questions about the 
purpose of human existence and the inevitability of 
change. In exploring the ornithological, floricultural, 
and chromatic aspects of nature, Wilson's poetry 
becomes a medium for conveying profound messages. 
Whether contemplating the symbolic significance of a 
ladybird or unraveling the mystery of an owl's 
nocturnal activities, the poet invites readers to 
appreciate the beauty and complexity of the natural 
world. Ultimately, Janet Wilson's "Lovescapes" stands 
as a testament to the therapeutic power of nature 
imagery in literature. Through her thought-provoking 
and spiritually enriching poetry, Wilson contributes to 
the ongoing dialogue on ecological issues and 
encourages a deeper connection between individuals 
and the environment. As readers engage with her 
verses, they are prompted to reevaluate their 
relationship with nature and recognize its intrinsic 
value in enhancing the quality of human life. 
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