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Raising social responsibility and environmental awareness in the general community and the
educational community is coming an important issue presently. This study is designed to assess the
social responsibility of higher secondary students with special reference to their environmental
awareness. 600 school students from 20 schools in the Coimbatore district are taken as a sample. The
results of this study will allow educators to understand the social responsibility and environmental
awareness of students and assist them in formulating social responsibility education programs targeting
the students. The findings of the study will not only aid in understanding students’ social responsibility

and environmental awareness but also inform planning for social responsibility in India.

Keywords: Social Responsibility, Environmental Awareness, Adolescents.

2583-7354/© 2023. G.Yuvarani. This is an open access article distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution

License(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided
— BY

you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons license, and indicate if changes were

made.

1. INTRODUCTION

Social responsibility is an important issuein every
society. It is considered an important demand for
members of society. Because it is related to human
behaviors within the social commodity (Arad, A. & Alon.
G. 2006). So, educating the individual to bear social
responsibility for his or her words and deeds becomes
really important. It contributes to achieving the social
stability of any society (Feredah, 2018). The world
has experienced a series of environmental changes
which can negatively affect our life (Hautier et al.,
2015). The lack of understanding of responsibility
makes our life more critical. Governments of different
nations are trying to prevent further environmental
damage due to the environmental problems that have
been developing over the last decade (Li, 2001). The
fleetly consumption of resources requires social
responsibility actions (Lorenzen, 2014). In
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Tamilnadu, school social responsibility is being applied
and it is considered that a school has a serious
responsibility to society. Governments are taking
serious project plans which are aimed at the
prevention of environmental damage for developing
environmentally sustainable ways of life (Lebel et al.,
2011). Therefore, teachers of the Chennai district are
taking action to raise awareness regarding the
environmental care of the administrators, teachers, and
students who do use the facilities of the faculty.

2.REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Sean Richey. (2011) conducted a study on
Environmental awareness and Social
responsibility. Social Science Quarterly. 92 (4), 1044-
1056. The methodology uses a structural equation
model of survey data from the 2004 American National
Election Studies. The findings show that constructive
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social responsibility promotes environmental
participation, and that environmental participation
separately increases constructive social responsibility.
Conversely, it has been found that blind social
responsibility lowers social participation and that
social participation lowers blind feelings. Thisresearch
provides a fuller picture of the relationship of social
responsibility with social participation than has been
provided previously in political theory or political
psychology. These results are then tied to a current
debate about the benefits of environmental education
and service-learning.

Neelam Pandey. (Dec 2016) Related studies
in India Ministers want the education system to make
students more socially responsible. In the October 25
meeting, Deepak Joshi, Madhya Pradesh’s minister of
state for school education, suggested that more Sainik
schools be built than state-run Kendriya and Navodaya
Vidyalayas because “nationalism and social
responsibility is need of the hour”. He further
suggested that chapters on the role of freedom fighters
and stories of national heroes could be included in the
upcoming policy,” according to the meeting’s minutes.
The government is in the process of overhauling the
country’s education policy. Discussions also included
shortages of teachers, skill development, the state of
midday meals in schools, how to push yoga, rising
dropout rates, and the possibility of imparting lessons
in the mother tongue.

3. PROBLEM AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE

This study will provide insight into social
responsibility literacy and the meanings of
environmental awareness that students hold. This
study is designed to assess the social responsibility of
higher secondary students with special reference to
their environmental awareness. As the apparentlack of
formal research in measuring social responsibility
among the higher secondary students and their
environmental awareness in India, this thesis has the
potential to provide knowledge in a new area of
research and give a basis for further research.

4. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

In this investigation, the researcher attempted
to study the relationship between Social responsibility
and Environmental awareness of higher secondary
students in different types of schools around
Coimbatore.

5. RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS
Based on the general and specific objectives of
the study, the following hypotheses were formulated in
this present study:
Ho1:  There is no significant relationship between
Social responsibility and Environmental
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awareness among High School students in
Coimbatore

Ho2:  There is no significant relationship between
Social responsibility and Environmental
awareness among High School students with
respect to (a) Gender b) Type of school c)
Locality based on the various dimensions.

Hos:  There is no significant relationship between
Social responsibility and Environmental
awareness among High School students with
respect to (a) Mother’s qualification b) Father’s
qualification based on the various dimensions.

Hos:  There is no significant relationship between
Social responsibility and Environmental
awareness among High School students with
respect to (a) Type of family b) Member in
environmental club based on the various
dimensions.

6. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The present study entitled “Social
responsibility of higher secondary students with
special reference to their environmental awareness “is
designed as a descriptive study. This is a descriptive
type of research and a survey method is employed.

Sample: The sample for the study was selected
by a simple random sampling technique. The sample
consisted of 600 school students comprising of 196
males and 406 females drawn from the Coimbatore
district.

Tools for the present study: To carry out any
type of educational research, data are required because
answers to research questions are sought based on
empirical data. Data are gathered using readily
available tools or those, which are modified or
developed by the researcher. The investigator must be
careful in selecting the appropriate tools for data
collection. In this present study, the investigator will be
used the following tools:

» Social responsibility Questionnaire (developed
by the investigator) & S.Arulsamy

» Environmental awareness Questionnaire
(developed by the investigator) & S.Arulsamy

7. ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

The statistical analysis used to arrive at the results
and interpretations for the present study are as
follows:

e Descriptive Analysis

e Inferential Analysis

After the data was collected, it was classified
according to the various categories and subcategories
of the above-mentioned variables. Category-wise
means and mid-value calculated are presented in the
following table.
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Table-1: Mean score of higher secondary students
for social responsibility and environmental

awareness
Variables Mean | Mid-Value
Social 137.5
Responsibility | 107.31
Environmental 62.00 75
Awareness

8. HYPOTHESIS WISE ANALYSIS
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The above table 1 shows the mean of score of

social responsibility and environmental awareness of

higher secondary students. The mean value is lower

than the mid value and hence, the higher secondary

students in Coimbatore have unfavorable social

responsibility. The mean value is lower than the mid

value and hence, the higher secondary students in

Coimbatore have unfavorable environmental
awareness.

The data was subjected to appropriate statistical tests for testing the hypotheses
Ho1: There is no significant relationship between social responsibility and environmental awareness.

Table-2: Relationship between social responsibility and environmental awareness.

Importance Priority For Social
Proud | for National | Social Service | Environmental | Responsibility
Agreement |of India Events Program Awareness Total
Agreement 1
Proud of India 0.52** 1
Importance for  |0.44** 0.65** |1
National events
Priority for Social |0.46** 0.55** 10.71** 1
Service Program
Environmental |0.54** 0.68** [0.69** 0.74** 1
awareness
Social 0.74** 0.84** |0.88** 0.79** 0.80** 1
responsibility
Total
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

The calculated ‘r’ values for between agreement
and proud of India(0.51), agreement and important of
national events(0.44), agreement and priority of social
service program(0.64), agreement and social
responsibility(0.46), proud of India and importance of
national events(0.55), proud of India and priority for
social science program(0.70), proud of India and
environmental awareness(0.53), proud of India and
social responsibility(0.67), importance of national
events and priority for social program(0.69),
importance of national events and environmental
awareness(0.73), importance of national events and
social responsibility(0.73), priority for social science
program and environmental awareness(0.83), priority
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for  social science program and  social
responsibility(0.79), environmental awareness and
social responsibility(0.80).Hence Hy ;1 is rejected at
0.01% and H1 is accepted. The table also records that
obtained ‘r’ values indicate that there is a positive
relationship between social responsibility and
environmental awareness.

Hoz:  There is no significant relationship between
Social responsibility and Environmental awareness
among High School students with respect to (a) Gender
b) Type of school c) Locality based on the various
dimensions.
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Table-3:
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Relationship between social responsibility and environmental awareness with respect to (a)
Gender b) Type of school c) Locality based on the various dimension.
Category N Variable Mean r value Results
Responsibility 120.13
Male 194 : 0.89 S
Environmental 70.04
(a)Gendler R ibili 101.18
esponsibility .
F 1 4 .69
emate 06 Environmental 58.17 06 S
Responsibility 105.12
2 7
()T Government 35 Environmental 61.65 0.76 S
ype —
R | 109.2
of school Govt aided 139 esPon51b1 ity 09.20 0.75 S
Environmental 66.24
R ibilit 105.18
Private 226 |coPONSIOILY 0.82 s
Environmental 59.76
R ibilit 98.80
_ Urban 422 [ CSPONSIOIY 0.69 s
C)Locality Environmental 57.09
R ibilit 127.48
Rural 178 | oPONSOITY 0.88 S
Environmental 73.65

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

The calculated ‘r’ value for social responsibility
and environmental awareness among male(0.89) and
female (0.69), social responsibility and environmental
awareness among government(0.76), govt aided(0.75)
and private(0.82),social responsibility  and
environmental awareness among urban (0.69) and
rural (0.88) are greater than the table value (0.88).
Hence the Hp s is rejected at 0.01% level and Hs is
accepted. The table also records that obtained T’ values
indicate that there is a positive relationship between

environmental awareness with respectto (a) Gender b)
Type of school c) Locality based on the various
dimensions.

Hos:There is no significant relationship between Social
responsibility and Environmental awareness among
High School students with respect to (a) Mother’s
qualification b) Father’s qualification based on the
various dimensions.

Table-4: Relationship between social responsibility and environmental awareness with respect to (a)
Mother’s qualification b) Father’s qualification based on the various dimension

© 2023, JEKS

r
Cat N Variabl M Result
ategory ariable ean value esults
Responsibility 11791
[lliterate 160 0.81 S
Environmental 69.36
a)Mother’s
qualifications Responsibility 103.45
Literate 440 0.78 S
Environmental 59.33
Responsibility 116.47
[lliterate 145 0.80 S
b)Father’s Environmental 70.26
qualifications Responsibility | 104.39
Literate 455 0.78 S
Environmental 59.37
**_Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed)
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The calculated ‘r’ value for social responsibility
and environmental awareness among mother’s
illiterate  (0.81) and Literate (0.69), social
responsibility and environmental awareness among
father’silliterate (0.80), literate (0.78) are greater than
the table value (0.88). Hence the Hy ¢ is rejected at
0.01% level and Hois accepted. The table also records
that obtained ‘r’ values indicate that there is a positive

ISSN: 2583-7354
respect to (a) Mother’s qualification b) Father’s
qualification based on the various dimensions.

Hos:  There is no significant relationship between
Social responsibility and Environmental awareness
among High School students with respect to (a) Type of
family b) Member in environmental club based on the
various dimensions.

relationship between environmental awareness with

Table-5: Relationship between social responsibility and environmental awareness with respect
to a)Type of family b) Member in environmental club based on the various dimensions.

r
iabl M Resul
Category N Variable ean value esults
Joint 192 Responsibility 101.69 0.78 S
(a)Type Environmental | 58.36 '
of family Responsibility | 115.19
Nucl 308 0.78 S
uetear Environmental | 67.29
Single Responsibility | 93.82
100 0.75 S
parent Environmental | 52.72
Responsibility | 93.65
NSS 214 0.68 S
b) Member Environmental | 52.19
in Responsibility | 98.89
NCC 107 0.71 S
Environmentalclub. Environmental | 55.58
R ibilit 121.01
ECOCLUB | 279 | —PooDl 077 |
Environmental | 72.00
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed)

The calculated ‘r’ value for social responsibility
and environmental awareness among joint family
(0.78),nuclear(0.78) and single parent(0.75), social
responsibility and environmental awareness among
NSS(0.68),NCC(0.71) and Eco Club(0.77) are greater
than the table value (0.88). Hence the Hy1oisrejected at
0.01% level and Hiois accepted. The table also records
that obtained ‘r’ values indicate that there is a positive
relationship between environmental awareness with
respect to a) Type of family b) Member in
environmental club based on the various dimensions.

9. MAJOR FINDINGS

» Significant relationship is found among Social
responsibility and Environmental awareness.

» Significantrelationship is found between Social
responsibility and Environmental awareness
among High School students with respectto (a)
Gender b) Type of school c) Locality based on
the various dimensions.

» Significant relationship is found between Social
responsibility and Environmental awareness
among High School students with respectto (a)
Mother’s qualification b) Father’s qualification
based on the various dimensions
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» Significant relationship is found between Social
responsibility and Environmental awareness
among High School students with respect to (a)
Type of family b) Member in environmental
club based on the various dimensions.

10. CONCLUSION

The current research study attempts to take a
step forwards toward a comprehensive understanding of
the determinants of higher secondary students social
responsibility in Coimbatore City. The results reported
in this study, provide the curriculum developers and
social science educators in general, social responsibility
educators in specific, with valuable information
concerning social responsibility of higher secondary
students. The future generations, and contribute to the
improvement of quality on social responsibility education
in Tamilnadu state. Of course, more research is also
called for to shed further light on the significant
determinants of social responsibility.
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