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  This research article delves into the life and works of E.V.R Periyar, a prominent social reformer 

and advocate for social justice in Tamil Nadu, India, after independence. Born in 1879, Periyar was a 

scholar, pragmatist, and a proponent of rational thinking. He aimed to eradicate discrimination and 

promote equality among all men and women. Periyar vehemently opposed the Brahmin-Bania 

Combine's socio-cultural dominance and economic exploitation, believing that India's independence 

merely transferred power from the British to these elites. The article traces Periyar's journey, starting 

from his early life and education, to his involvement in various social programs for the underprivileged 

and women until 1947. It highlights his declaration of Independence Day as a Day of Mourning and his relentless 

efforts to secure communal representation for non-Brahmins, leading to the first Constitutional Amendment. The 

research explores Periyar's activism, including his agitation against casteism, idolatry, and Hindi imposition. It also 

discusses his visit to Malaysia and his fondness for Buddhism's rationalistic tenets. Throughout his life, Periyar 

faced opposition, including a split in the Dravida Kazhagam. However, he continued to fight for his beliefs, leading to 

significant legislative changes in Tamil Nadu, such as the Tamil Nadu Archaka Act. In conclusion, E.V.R Periyar was a 

visionary leader who dedicated his life to social reform and the eradication of caste-based discrimination. His legacy 

continues to inspire movements for social justice and equality in Tamil Nadu and beyond. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

Periyar E.V. Ramasamy believed that all men 
and women should be able to live their lives in 
dignity and have equal opportunities to develop 
their physical, mental, and moral faculties. To 
accomplish this, he wanted to end all forms of unfair 
discrimination and promote social justice and 
rational thinking. He was involved in numerous 

social programs for the advancement of women, the 
underprivileged, and others until 1947, Tamil Nadu,  
Periyar declared that August 15, 1947, when India 
gained political independence, was a day of 
mourning because, in his opinion, it only 
represented a transfer of power to the Brahmin-
Bania Combine, whose socio-cultural dominance 
and economic exploitation would be worse than 

 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4426-0934
mailto:elangodev.era@gmail.com


                                                                                                                                                                                                                         ISSN: 2583-7354 

© 2023, IJEKS                                                   Volume: 02 Issue: 04 | April-2023                                             Page 109 

British rule. Since1947, his works and activities 
were in the different fields in Tamilnadu which 
bargains in this paper. 

2. LIFE AND CAREER OF E.V.R           
In the last quarter of the nineteenth century, 

E.V.R. Periyar was born. He was perhaps of the best 
scholarly pragmatist, an independent person, a 
progressive social reformer, a unique humanist, an 
objective social researcher, a mass speaker, an 
extraordinary columnist, a productive essayist and an 
incredible pundit of social wrongs. He was prominently 
and warmly called 'Thanthai Periyar' meaning the 
'Respectable Dad' or the 'Revered Father' or the 
'Incomparable Dad' or the 'Incomparable Sage'. He was 
additionally called Periyar E.V.R. furthermore 'Periyar' 
of Disintegrate. While in the Congress Party, he was 
called 'Naicker of Dissolve' or 'Erottu Naicker'. He was 
the planner of the Dignity Development and the 
organizer behind the Dravida Kazhagam, a non-
ideological group in Tamil Nadu. ' Periyar' E.V.R. was 
one such individual who accomplished significance by 
his extreme levelheaded considerations and treasured 
thoughts for social change with widespread allure. By 
his conferred title, Erode Venkata Ramasami Naicker is 
more commonly known as E.V.R. or simply as "Periyar." 
Brought into the world in a conventional Hindu 
Vaishnavite non-Brahmin family on September 17, 
1879 at Dadampatti, a piece of Ammapettai in Salem 
and he was raised in Dissolve. He was of Kannada Balija 
Naidu ancestry, and his surname was "Naicker". 
Chinnathayammal and Venkata Naicker were his 
parents. He had a senior sibling named E.V. 
Krishnasami and two more youthful sisters named 
Kannammal and Ponnuthoy (Anaimuthu V., 1974, 
p.19). 

E.V.R Periyar' didn't hail from a generally rich 
family however after he was bom, his dad turned into a 
well off trader of Dissolve. During his initial age, he was 
raised in unfortunate conditions by his maternal 
auntie, while his sibling K.V. Krishnasami was raised in 
abundance. He was admitted to a private school in 
Erode in 1885, where he studied for three years before 
attending the Municipal School in Erode for two years. 
However, at the age of eleven, he finished his 
education. He was uncontrollably unruly and 
mischievous when he was young. He mixed and 
interacted with the low castes who lived nearby the 
school, despite the warnings of his parents and 
teachers. The limitations forced by his folks during 
nowadays made him to profoundly think. He began to 
reflect on the barbarism of untouchability and the 
shameful conditions of the Sudras and oppressed (Sami 
Chidambaranar, 1997, p.35). 

E.V.R. Periyar joined his father's Erode business 
in 1892, learned its methods, became more effective at 
auctions, and managed the wholesale trade. Those days 

in 1895, his home was known for accommodation and 
turned into the torment of Maharajas, Sanyasis, 
Bhagavatars, Savants and Brahmins. During his 
relaxation times, he drew in himself in conversations 
and discussions with them about the puranas and 
itihasas and they gave him enough data about strict 
issues. He also asked questions about his faith in God 
and religion, which helped him, become an excellent 
rationalist speaker later (The Modern Rationalist, 
2000, p.3). 

In 1898, he married Nagammal, who was 
thirteen years old at the time. She was a strict wife, but 
he gradually instilled rationalism in her mind. He 
became the dad of a female kid which kicked the bucket 
following five months and from there on, he had no 
youngsters. Starting around 1900, he had started to 
foster a humanistic disposition towards the non-
Brahmins, most of the populace. In addition, he began 
to condemn religion, god, and caste, as well as blind 
faith, astrology, traditions, and omens (Ninetieth Birth 
Day Souvenir of Periyar,1968, p.30). 

3. HIS WORKS TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE DAY   
E.V.R. Periyar called August 15, 1947, India's 

Independence Day a Day of Mourning for the Tamils 
with boldness and foresight. He imagined that the 
Freedom of India was only a hand over to the Brahmins 
of North India from the English' and Freedom Day was 
an image of the compliance of the Dravidians toward 
the North Indians (G.O. No. 2227, 1952, p.6). His 
interest for a different sovereign country for the 
Dravidian Tamils was not satisfied. As a result, he 
advised the populace to "not participate in the 
Independence Day celebrations and suggested that 
another day could be observed later”. He had 
previously stated, in 1924, that "unless the right of 
communal representation for the non-Brahmins was 
attained during the British rule itself, the Brahmin 
supremacy could not be ended and the Dravidian race 
had to suffer under the tyranny of Brahminocracy", and 
in 1948, he realized this vision (Pahuttarivu, 1949, 
p.83). 

4. SPLIT IN DRAVIDA KAZHAGAM  
E.V.R Periyar wedded Maniammai, a 

functioning individual from Dravida Kazhagam and a 
genuine worker of the Sense of pride Development on 
July 9,1949. He expressed that 'it was neither for desire 
nor human joy however to lay out a legitimate 
beneficiary for himself as well as his properties that he 
wedded her'. Some Dravida Kazhagam adherents didn't 
like his second marriage, the "Day of Mourning" 
Independence Day celebration, and the requirement to 
wear black shirts. Dravida Munnettta Kazhagam was 
formed in 1949 by C.N. Annadurai, a lieutenant of 
Periyar E.V.R.7. This discontent eventually led to a split 
in Dravida Kazhagam (Fortnightly Report, 1949, p.83). 
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5. HIS WORKDS TOWARDS THE INDIAN REPUBLIC  
"The Indian Republic was a reign of dacoits," 

says E.V.R. Periyar. The Dravidians had been enslaved 
and exploited by the northerners, who had established 
their dictatorship. He proclaimed that the then 
organization was savage and abusive and 
overwhelmed by 'the Brahmins' without equity, 
straight imposition, love and intelligence (Ibid., 1950, 
p.22). He also requested that the 26th of January 1950 
be designated as a "Day of Mourning" and asked the 
people to pledge to create a Dravidian-only state in the 
South. Around the same time, in January 'Periyar' was 
detained for the distribution of his book Ponmozhigal 
(Goldern Adages) which contain the progressive 
thoughts of 'Periyar'. Beginning around 1950, he had 
carried on a concentrated promulgation for the 
cancelation of rank framework which mission was 
intended for the government assistance of the 
Dravidians (G.O. No.4071, 1950). 

6. E.V.R PERIYAR AND THE FIRST CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT  

On December 15, 1928, the Justice Party issued 
the third Communal Government Order, number 1129, 
in response to E.V.R. Periyar's numerous proposals for 
communal representation. By this, the Brahmins, non-
Brahmins, Christians, Muslims and the discouraged 
classes were guaranteed of proportionate portrayal in 
open workplaces. Even though the Government Order 
did not treat all communities equally, it was a big 
reward for "Periyar's unyielding efforts” (G.O. No.73, 
1958, p.497). Non-Brahmins were able to take 
advantage of reservation until 1950; however, in the 
same year, the high castes took this issue to the Madras 
High Court, which ruled that it was ultravires, and the 
Supreme Court upheld it. "nothing shall prevent the 
state from making any special provision for the 
advancement of any socially and educationally 
backward classes and for the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes," a sub-clause (4) was inserted into 
Article 15 of the Indian Constitution, which was 
amended for the first time. E.V.R. Periyar immediately 
took up the issue, traveled extensively throughout 
TamilNadu, and led a mass agitation for the 
preservation of the principle of communal reservation 
(GO. No. 830, 1951, pp. 1-15). In 1951, E.V.R. Periyar 
was primarily responsible for the first Constitutional 
Amendment that included the communal reservation 
policy in employment and education. Periyar had 
supported the creation of Dakshina Pradesh in the past, 
but he later prevented the state from being created, 
and on July 6, 1952, he observed Dravida Partition Day. 
He announced his intention to set fire to copies of the 
Indian Constitution, Hindu epics, and Puranas at a 
meeting in the same year at Salem. He additionally 
enlisted his Dignity Promulgation Foundation on 
September 23, 1952(GO. No. 2892, 1957, pp. 10-11). 

7. E.V.R PERIYAR AND GURULCULA SYSTEM OF 
EDUCATION  

Rajagopalachari (Rajaji), the Chief Minister of 
Madras Presidency from 1952 to 1954, established the 
Gurukula educational system to combat casteism and 
Manudhar ma. As indicated by E.V.R Periyar', it was a 
horrendous arrangement implied for the concealment 
of the non-Brahmins. He went against the new plan of 
rudimentary training in light of Varnashrama and 
genetic occupation. At long last, Rajaji left his Central 
Ministership and K. Kamaraj turned into the Central 
Pastor (1954-1963) and he shut down the Gurukula 
arrangement of education (GO. No. 2811, 1952,  p.11). 

E.V.R. Periyar noticed the third Enemy of Hindi 
Tumult Day on July 27, 1952. He gave bearings to ruin 
the Hindi letters from the name sheets in railroad 
stations and mail depots all over Tamil Nadu. However, 
the defacers of the Hindi letters were penalized and 
imprisoned on the grounds that they irritated the 
populace. However, the Anti-Hindi agitation, which 
began in August 1952, began to spread widely (G.O. 
No. 3471, 1957, p.7). He stated that the Sanskrit 
script, Devanagiri, was used to write Hindi, but the 
agitation was against the language, not the script. At 
last, he pulled out the Counter Hindi fomentation with 
a confirmation from the press. If the government 
forced the use of Hindi, he made the decision to burn 
even the national flag (G.O. No.1814, 1953, p.3). 

8. AS AN ICONOCLAST OF E.V.R PERIYAR 
E.V.R. Periyar opposed idolatry. He thought it 

was image of shame, boorishness and stupidity of the 
low ranks. As a result, he broke idols and organized 
campaigns against icons. He gave an order on May 27, 
1953, to remove the idols of Pillaiyar (Vinayaga), a 
Saivite god, from public places in every part of Tamil 
Nadu. However, he never entered the temples and 
defiled any idols. However, various segments of the 
Tamil community were moved by it. As a result, the flag 
of Dravida Kazhagam and the effigy of "Periyar" were 
set on fire in specific locations (G.O. No.1814, 1953, 
p.3). 

9. E.V.R PERIYAR’S MALAYSIA VISIT 
  E.V.R. Periyar was very fond of the atheistic and 
rationalist tenets of Buddhism and wanted to revive 
them, but he never urged people to join Buddhism. 
"Buddhism is the religion of knowledge and justice," he 
believed. "If anyone wanted to change his religion, he 
must join either Buddhism or Islam," he used to say. In 
any case, he didn't take on Buddhism due to its rituals, 
customs, rehearses and the unethical existence of the 
Buddhist priests. Besides, he didn't favor change so 
that, he could hold the option to denounce the wrongs 
of Hindu religion (Fortnightly Report, 1955, p.3). In 
January 1954, he met a Buddhist Gathering at 
Disintegrate and in this; He emphasized the abolition of 
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casteism and the government of India's recognition of 
Buddhist principles. He was also pleased that the Asoka 
Chakra was included in the Indian National Flag. He 
went to Myanmar (Burma), Malaysia, and the World 
Buddhist Conference in December 1954 at the Kabayee 
Thirumangala Cave in Mandalay. He was drawn to 
Buddhism because of its tenets. He met Mallala Sekara, 
the World Buddhist Council's then-president, here. 
There, he likewise met Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the dad of 
the Indian Constitution. He told him that if he 
converted, he would lose his right to criticize Hinduism 
and its untouchability. As a result, he advised him not 
to leave the religion. He subsequent to finishing his 
visit, got back to Madras on January 17, 1955 (G.O. 
No.350, 1958, pp.1-15). 
  Following this, in 1956, E.V.R Periyar directed a 
mission against Rama the upholder of Varnashrama 
and consumed the pictures of Rama all through Tamil 
Nadu. He saw it as a symbolic protest against the Aryan 
dominance of the Dravidian leaders in the Ramayana 
and their degradation. He had previously campaigned 
for Dakshina Pradesh's formation. He later dropped the 
demand on the grounds that it would impede the 
Dravidian Society's progress. Finally, the Tamil-
speaking regions were separated from the Madras 
Presidency as a result of the implementation of the 
recommendations of the States Reorganisation 
Commission, and on November 1, 1956, a separate 
Madras State was established. In the ensuring general 
elections, he campaigned for the non-Brahmin 
candidates in order to safeguard the Dravidians (G.O. 
No.3634, 1957, p.7). 

10.E.V.R PERIYAR AND THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION 
   

In a Meeting of Dravida Kazhagam in Tanjore 
on November 3, 1957, a goal was passed to consume 
the passages of the Indian Constitution since it contains 
the arrangement for the security and propagation of 
casteism. It likewise defends and ensures Varnashrama 
and Hindu religion. Additionally, it was considered as 
reinforcement planned to safeguard the well off class. 
Therefore, on November 26, 1957, he led the burning 
of portions of the Indian Constitution. In this, almost 
10,000 individuals participated and among them in 
excess of 3,000 individuals including E.V.R Periyar 
were detained. They went through a half year to three 
years of thorough detainment and a couple of lost their 
lives moreover. The entire state of Madras was rocked 
by this first major protest against the offensive caste 
system. After being released from prison on May 13, 
1958, E.V.R. Periyar embarked on a tour of the North 
Indian subcontinent in February 1959. He visited 
Kanpur, Lucknow, Delhi, Bombay and tended to public 
gatherings. He bought "Periyar Thidal" for the Dravida 
Kazhagam in the same year in Madras (G.O. No. 3634, 
1957, p.7). 

11. WORKS AND ACTIVITIES OF PERIYAR' SINCE 
1951 

The name "E.V.R. Periyar" stood for a separate 
and independent Tamil Nadu that would allow Tamils 
to live freely. In addition, this would assist them in 
eradicating their shame, humiliation, and degradation 
as a result of the caste system. In addition, he desired 
to divert all of the revenue that was going to the Union 
Government in order to improve the situation of 
Tamils. He had previously decided to alter the Indian 
Union Map to exclude Tamil Nadu during a meeting at 
Egmore on November 30, 1957. However, the 
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act of 1957 
prevented it. E.V.R. Periyar declared his belief in God in 
the 1961 Census, which resulted in the arrest of 
thousands of individuals (Veeramani, K., 2005, pp. 
34-35).  

Following this, in the 1962 decisions he gave 
his help to the non-Brhmin Congress pioneer K. 
Kamaraj. However, when Kamaraj left power, he sent a 
wire to him that it would be self-destructive to 
individuals of Tamil Nadu. The central government's 
announcement in January 1965 that Hindi would be the 
official language rekindled the anti-Hindi agitation. The 
uprising lasted until February 15, 1965. During this 
time, Hindi names and numbers were deleted from the 
rail route stations and achievements. Later in 1966, he 
requested the consuming of Ramayana all through 
Tamil Nadu. Likewise, his Dravida Kazhagam upheld 
the Congress Party in the appointment of 1967, 
however Dravida Munnetta Kazhagam won a majarity 
of seats and shaped the Public authority under C.N. 
Annadurai (1967-1969). In March 1967, Annadurai 
personally met "Periyar" at Trichi and sought his 
guidance, goodwill, and blessings. On the grounds that 
E.V.R. Periyar was his political mentor, he also 
dedicated his ministry to him (Viduthalai, 1977, 
p.27). 

12. LEGAL RECOGNITION TO E.V.R PERIYAR'S 
RATIONALISTIC THOUGHTS  
  E.V.R. Periyar supported the Dravida Munnetta 
Kazhagam government led by C.N. Annadurai from 
1967 to 1969. In November 1967, his government 
passed the Self-Respect Marriage Act, also known as 
the Tamil Nadu Amendment Act. This act made his self-
respect marriage legal. In addition, he introduced 
legislation that gave Tamil Nadu State its new name 
and legal recognition to the bilingual language formula 
(Tamil and English) rather than the three-language 
formula (which included Hindi). In 1968, he also 
instructed government employees to remove all images 
of deities from government offices (Viduthalai, 1971, 
p.3). 

The great agitator E.V.R. Periyar then observed 
a day of condemnation against North Indian business 
magnates' exploitation. He additionally took part in the 
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Minorities Gathering on April 14, 1968 at Lucknow and 
in this; He demanded Tamil Nadu's independence and 
caste separation. He declared his intention to enter the 
sanctum sanctorum and his determination to eradicate 
casteism from the temples. On January 14, 1970, E.V.R. 
Periyar started a weekly Tamil newspaper called 
Unmai at Trichi. Additionally, he established the 
Rationalist Thinkers Forum, a social, non-political 
organization, and subscribed government and private 
employees (Speech of Periyar E.V.R 1970). 

13. UNESCO'S HONOUR TO E.V.R PERIYAR 
  The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization presented E.V.R. Periyar with an 
honorary degree on June 27, 1970, in recognition of his 
devoted work in a variety of fields. Under the 
presidency of Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi, the honor 
was presented to him in Madras by Dr. Triguna Sen, the 
then-Union Education Minister (Viduthalai1971). This 
award was given to encourage and appreciate his social 
service, with the following citation hailing "Periyar" as 

"The Prophet of the New Age 
 The Socrates of South East Asia,  
Father of Social Reform Movement,  
An Archenemy of Ignorance, Superstitions,  
Meaningless customs and Baseless marmers" 
(Speech of Periyar E.V.R, 197). 

 'Periyar' was indeed a bitter enemy of ignorance, 
superstitions, meaningless customs, and rites.  

14. E.V.R PERIYAR' AND THE TAMIL NADU 
ARCHAKA ACT   

The Tamil Nadu Archaka Act was enacted on 
January 12, 1971, under Karunanidhi, the then-Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu, as a result of the unrelenting 
agitations of "Periyar" against the eradication of 
casteism from the sanctum sanctorum of temples. 
Hereditary priesthood was abolished as a result of its 
provisions. Temples will be open to everyone, 
regardless of caste, and certain educational 
qualifications and training will be required. Naturally, 
it was one of the necessary measures for reorganizing 
society around equality. Following this, in January 
1971 to he laid out the Masterminds Gathering allover 
Tamil Nadu. ' Periyar' met the Notions Destruction 
Meeting at Salem and in this, he consumed pictures of 
Rama. He started the English rationalist monthly The 
Modern Rationalist on September 1, 1971, in order to 
spread the word about his rationalist beliefs. However, 
the Supreme Court ruled the Tamil Nadu Archaka Act 
to be invalid, severely hampering his efforts to end 
casteism. Periyar's vehement protest of this occurred 
on March 15, 1972, in Nagapattinam (Viduthalai, 
1973).  

In order to consolidate his Self-Respect 
Movement, "Periyar" organized a Black Shirts 
Conference on September 30, 1973, in Madurai. In 

addition, from November 18 to November 28, 1973, he 
traveled throughout all of Tamil Nadu and produced 
caste eradication propaganda. The Conference for the 
Eradication of Social Degradation, held in Madras on 
December 8 and 9, 1973, at Periyar Thidal, 
strengthened it. In this, he sent a clear message to all 
Tamils to work hard to end casteism and social 
inequality. Following this, on December 19 he 
conveyed his last yet unfading discourse, very nearly a 
perishing statement at Theagaraja Nagar in Madras and 
that's what he roared in the event that you live, live 
without shame, in any case bite the dust. This 
enormously stirred the personalities of the Tamilians 
(Naipaul. VS., 1990, p.267). 

 
15. END OF E.V.R PERIYAR LIFE 

The extraordinary realist 'Periyar' was a 
resource for the Tamilians even at the age of 95. 
However, he experienced deplorable agony because of 
his hernia during his last days. Therefore, on December 
20, 1973, he was admitted to the Government General 
Hospital in Madras. He was admitted to the Christian 
Medical College Hospital in Vellore the following day. 
Tragically, his strong voice fell quiet forever on 
December 24, 1973 at 5.30 a.m. at the age of 94 years 
three months and seven days. Right away, an authority 
state grieving was reported by the then Boss Priest 
Karunanidhi, a Journal Extra-conventional was given 
by the Public authority of Tamil Nadu and an occasion 
proclaimed was for the State. For the benefit of the 
general public, his body was kept in the Rajaji Hall. In 
addition, the government honored him by directing his 
state funeral. At last, his body was let go at 'Periyar' 
Thidal in Chennai on 25 December, 1973. It's not 
surprising that the Dravidian world suffered a loss that 
cannot be replaced. Dravida Kazhagam was led by his 
second wife, Maniyammai, until March 16, 1978, after 
his death. After that, K. Veeramani, the lieutenant of 
"Periyar," became the General Secretary, and he 
continues to carry the torch that "Periyar" left behind 
(Anaimuthu V., 1974, p.19). 

16. CONCLUSION  
The 'Lion of Dissolve', 'Periyar' was an 

incredible sane scholar, a heavy speaker, a splendid 
conversationalist, extraordinary pundit of social 
disasters, a dauntless contender and an interesting 
head of the majority. E.V.R. Periyar, the most 
prominent revolutionary reformer, dedicated his life 
to abolishing the caste system and untouchability. He 
maintained the privileges of ladies, stayed a crusader 
for civil rights and planted the seeds of dignity and 
realism in the Tamil Society. 
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