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  The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, introduced by the Government of India, is a landmark 

educational reform initiative in India aimed at transforming the country's education system.  One of the 

significant aspects of the NEP 2020 is the promotion of multilingualism, emphasizing the preservation 

and development of regional languages alongside Hindi. This research paper aims to analyze the 

implications of NEP 2020 for Hindi in the context of promoting multilingualism. It explores the goals, 

strategies, and challenges associated with implementing the NEP 2020 and its potential impact on the 

status and importance of Hindi as a language of instruction and communication in India's education 

system. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  
 

    In an increasingly interconnected world, 
multilingualism has emerged as a critical aspect of 
global communication and cultural exchange. 
Recognizing the significance of linguistic diversity, the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in India has put 
forth a comprehensive framework to promote 
multilingualism and strengthen language education 
across the country. Among the languages highlighted 
by the NEP 2020, Hindi, as the widely spoken language 
in India, holds a significant position. The NEP 2020, 
formulated after an extensive consultation process 
involving experts, educators, and stakeholders, aims to 
transform the Indian education system and address the 
evolving needs of the 21st-century learners. One of the 
key objectives of the policy is to ensure equitable 

access to quality education in mother tongues, local 
languages, and national languages, fostering a deeper 
understanding of cultural and linguistic diversity. 
Through this paper, an attempt is made to delve into 
the implications of NEP 2020 specifically for Hindi, 
shedding light on the measures taken to promote its 
learning, usage, and preservation. By examining the 
various aspects of the policy, we can gain insights into 
how NEP 2020 seeks to strengthen Hindi's role as a 
language of knowledge, communication, and cultural 
expression while simultaneously nurturing 
multilingualism.  

 
2. IMPORTANCE OF MULTILINGUALISM IN INDIA 

Multilingualism plays a vital role in India due to its 
diverse linguistic landscape and cultural heritage. Here 
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are several reasons highlighting the importance of 
multilingualism in India: 
 Cultural richness and identity: India is known 

for its rich cultural heritage and linguistic 
diversity. With over 1,600 languages spoken 
across the country, multilingualism reflects the 
cultural and linguistic identities of different 
regions and communities. It allows for the 
preservation and promotion of various 
languages, literature, folk traditions, and artistic 
expressions, contributing to the overall cultural 
fabric of the nation. 

 Effective communication: Multilingualism 
enables effective communication and interaction 
among the diverse population of India. People 
from different linguistic backgrounds can 
communicate with each other, fostering social 
cohesion, understanding, and inclusivity. It helps 
in breaking down barriers and bridging gaps 
between communities, regions, and states. 

 Economic opportunities: India is a 
multicultural and multilingual country with a 
vast market potential. Proficiency in multiple 
languages opens up economic opportunities, as it 
facilitates communication in various sectors such 
as tourism, hospitality, customer service, 
international business, and outsourcing. 
Multilingual individuals can effectively engage 
with a broader range of customers, clients, and 
markets, enhancing business prospects and 
economic growth. 

 Educational advantages: Multilingualism offers 
educational advantages to individuals. Research 
suggests that being bilingual or multilingual 
enhances cognitive abilities, including problem-
solving skills, critical thinking, and creativity. It 
improves memory, multitasking abilities, and 
enhances overall mental flexibility. In India, 
where multiple languages are spoken, being 
multilingual can provide an edge in educational 
pursuits, career prospects, and personal growth. 

 Language preservation: India is home to 
numerous endangered and minority languages. 
Embracing multilingualism helps in preserving 
these languages, preventing their extinction, and 
promoting linguistic diversity. It ensures that 
future generations have access to their linguistic 
heritage, literature, and cultural practices. 

 Social integration: Language acts as a significant 
factor in fostering social integration and 
inclusivity. When individuals can communicate in 
multiple languages, it enhances their ability to 
interact with diverse communities, promoting 
understanding and harmony. Multilingualism 
facilitates social integration among people from 
different regions, religions, and cultural 

backgrounds, fostering a sense of national unity 
and cohesion. 

 Access to knowledge and information: India is 
a country with vast linguistic diversity, and many 
people are more comfortable consuming 
information in their native languages. By 
promoting multilingualism, access to knowledge 
and information can be expanded, ensuring that 
individuals can access education, healthcare, 
legal resources, government services, and other 
essential information in their preferred 
languages. 

In conclusion, multilingualism in India is of utmost 
importance due to its cultural, social, economic, and 
educational implications. Embracing linguistic diversity 
promotes inclusivity, fosters cultural heritage, 
facilitates communication, and opens up various 
opportunities for individuals and the nation as a whole. 

3. MULTILINGUALISM IN NEP 2020 

3.1 Language Policy and Objectives 
The NEP 2020 will promote multilingualism in 

teaching and learning, with the home language/mother 
tongue being the medium of instruction until at least 
Grade 5, but preferably until Grade 8 and beyond. High-
quality textbooks will be made available in home 
languages/mother tongue, and teachers will be 
encouraged to use a bilingual approach. Research 
shows that children pick up languages quickly between 
the ages of 2 and 8 and that multilingualism has great 
cognitive benefits to young students. There will be a 
major effort from both the Central and State 
governments to invest in large numbers of language 
teachers in all regional languages and to use 
technology for teaching and learning of different 
languages. The three-language formula will be 
implemented to promote multilingualism and national 
unity, with no language imposed on any State. India's 
languages are among the richest, most scientific, most 
beautiful, and most expressive in the world, and NEP 
2020 will ensure that all young Indians are aware of 
their country's rich and vast array of languages. 

3.2 Role of Hindi in multilingual education 
As for the role of Hindi in multilingual 

education, it depends on the specific educational 
system and language policy in a given country or 
region. Hindi is one of the widely spoken languages in 
India and is recognized as an official language of the 
Indian government. In India, multilingual education 
aims to provide access to education in the mother 
tongue or regional language of students while also 
introducing them to other languages, including Hindi 
and English. The National Education Policy (NEP) of 
India, which was approved in 2020, emphasizes the 
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importance of multilingualism and encourages the use 
of a student's mother tongue or regional language as 
the medium of instruction in the early stages of 
education. The policy recognizes that children learn 
best in their mother tongue or the language they are 
most comfortable with. It promotes a flexible and 
inclusive approach to language learning, ensuring that 
students are proficient in at least two languages, which 
can include Hindi, English, and other languages 
relevant to the region. The NEP 2020 also encourages 
the integration of Indian languages, including Hindi, 
into the curriculum and teaching materials to promote 
a deeper understanding and appreciation of linguistic 
diversity in the country. It recognizes the value of 
learning multiple languages in fostering cognitive 
development, cultural understanding, and effective 
communication. 

However, it's important to note that the specific 
implementation and policies related to multilingual 
education, including the role of Hindi, may vary across 
different states and educational institutions within 
India. 

3.3 Regional languages and their preservation 
The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in India 

recognizes the importance of regional languages and 
their preservation. The NEP 2020 aims to promote 
multilingualism and ensure the preservation and 
development of all Indian languages, including regional 
languages. Here are some key points related to regional 
languages and their preservation according to the NEP 
2020: 

 Mother Tongue as Medium of Instruction: The 
policy emphasizes the use of a child's mother 
tongue or local language as the medium of 
instruction in primary education. It states that 
wherever possible, the medium of instruction up 
to at least Grade 5 should be in the mother 
tongue or regional language. 

 Multilingualism and Language Learning: The 
NEP 2020 encourages students to learn multiple 
languages, including regional languages, from an 
early age. It promotes the teaching of regional 
languages in schools to preserve linguistic 
diversity and cultural heritage. 

 Sanskrit and Classical Languages: The policy 
recognizes the importance of Sanskrit as well as 
other classical languages in preserving India's 
rich cultural and linguistic traditions. It 
encourages the teaching and learning of Sanskrit 
and other classical languages in schools. 

 Technology and Language Preservation: The 
NEP 2020 highlights the use of technology for 
language preservation and promotion. It suggests 
using digital resources, online platforms, and 

other technological tools to create and 
disseminate content in regional languages. 

 National Institute for Pali, Persian, and 
Prakrit: The policy proposes the establishment 
of a National Institute for Pali, Persian, and 
Prakrit to promote and preserve these languages, 
which have a significant historical and cultural 
importance in India. 

 Translation Initiatives: The NEP 2020 
promotes the development of translation 
programs and initiatives to make knowledge and 
literature accessible in regional languages. It 
aims to bridge the gap between different 
languages and enable the exchange of ideas 
across linguistic boundaries. 

Overall, the NEP 2020 recognizes the significance 
of regional languages and their preservation as an 
essential aspect of India's linguistic and cultural 
diversity. The policy aims to foster multilingualism 
and ensure that regional languages thrive alongside 
the national language(s) in educational institutions 
and society at large. 

 
4. GOALS OF NEP 2020 FOR HINDI 

4.1 Language preservation and promotion 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in India 
recognizes the importance of language preservation 
and promotion, including Hindi, as an integral part of 
the country's cultural diversity and linguistic heritage. 
While the NEP 2020 aims to promote multilingualism 
and the preservation of all Indian languages, including 
regional and tribal languages, it also emphasizes the 
significance of Hindi as one of the major languages 
spoken in India. Here are some key goals of NEP 2020 
for Hindi and language preservation and promotion in 
general: 

 Early Language Learning: NEP 2020 
emphasizes the importance of early language 
learning and states that children will be taught 
in their mother tongue or the local language 
until at least Grade 5. This approach aims to 
provide a strong foundation in the native 
language, including Hindi, before introducing 
other languages. 

 Multilingualism: The policy encourages the 
learning of multiple languages, including Hindi, 
and states that students should have the 
flexibility to choose from a wide range of 
languages offered in schools. This promotes 
multilingualism and allows students to develop 
proficiency in Hindi along with other languages 
of their choice. 
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 Integration of Hindi in Curricula: NEP 2020 
aims to integrate Hindi in the curricula across 
various subjects, ensuring its continued 
relevance and usage. This integration helps 
students develop language skills, literacy, and a 
deeper understanding of Hindi culture and 
literature. 

 Technology and Hindi Learning: The policy 
recognizes the importance of technology in 
language learning and encourages the 
development of digital resources and tools for 
Hindi education. This includes the creation of e-
learning materials, mobile apps, and online 
platforms that can support Hindi language 
learning. 

 Promoting Hindi Literature: NEP 2020 
emphasizes the promotion and study of Hindi 
literature, including works from various genres 
and periods. This helps in preserving and 
promoting the rich literary heritage of Hindi and 
fosters an appreciation for Hindi language and 
culture among students. 

 Teacher Training and Capacity Building: The 
policy emphasizes the importance of teacher 
training and capacity building programs to 
enhance the proficiency of teachers in teaching 
Hindi effectively. This ensures that educators 
have the necessary skills and knowledge to 
impart quality Hindi education to students. 

These goals of NEP 2020 reflect the commitment to 
language preservation and promotion, including Hindi, 
while also recognizing the importance of 
multilingualism and the diverse linguistic fabric of 
India. 

5. STRATEGIES FOR PROMOTING 
MULTILINGUALISM IN HINDI 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in India 
emphasizes the promotion of multilingualism and the 
development of proficiency in several languages, 
including Hindi. Here are some strategies for 
promoting multilingualism in Hindi based on the NEP 
2020: 
 Early Language Learning: Introduce Hindi as 

one of the languages taught at the early 
childhood education stage. Encourage interactive 
and play-based methods to make learning Hindi 
enjoyable for young learners. 

 Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education: 
Recognize and promote the importance of 
mother tongues and regional languages. Use a 
multilingual approach, where Hindi is taught 
alongside other languages, including regional 
languages, to ensure a strong foundation in 
multiple languages. 

 Bilingual Teaching Materials: Develop and 
distribute high-quality bilingual teaching 
materials that support Hindi language learning. 
These materials can include textbooks, 
workbooks, storybooks, and other resources that 
facilitate Hindi language acquisition while also 
incorporating the use of other languages. 

 Language Exchanges and Cultural Programs: 
Organize language exchange programs and 
cultural activities that bring Hindi speakers and 
learners together. Encourage interactions 
between native speakers and learners of Hindi to 
foster language development and cultural 
understanding. 

 Professional Development for Teachers: 
Provide training and professional development 
opportunities for teachers to enhance their 
proficiency in Hindi and teaching methodologies. 
Equip them with effective strategies and teaching 
techniques to promote multilingualism in Hindi 
classrooms. 

 Technology Integration: Leverage technology 
tools and platforms to support Hindi language 
learning. Develop language learning apps, online 
resources, and interactive platforms that engage 
learners and provide opportunities for practice 
and reinforcement of Hindi language skills. 

 Community Engagement: Involve parents, 
community members, and local organizations in 
promoting multilingualism in Hindi. Encourage 
them to support language learning initiatives, 
organize language festivals, cultural events, and 
language camps that celebrate Hindi and other 
regional languages. 

 Language Assessment and Recognition: 
Develop standardized language assessment tools 
to measure proficiency levels in Hindi. Recognize 
and reward achievements in Hindi language 
learning through certifications, awards, and 
scholarships, encouraging learners to continue 
their multilingual journey. 

 Collaboration with Media and Entertainment: 
Collaborate with media organizations to develop 
and promote quality Hindi language content, 
including TV shows, movies, and music. This will 
contribute to creating a language-rich 
environment that fosters multilingualism in 
Hindi. 

 Policy Implementation and Monitoring: 
Ensure effective implementation of the language 
policies outlined in the NEP 2020. Regularly 
monitor progress, gather feedback, and make 
necessary adjustments to promote 
multilingualism in Hindi effectively. 

These strategies aim to create an inclusive and 
multilingual learning environment that values the 
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Hindi language while recognizing and preserving the 
diversity of languages across India. 
 
6. CHALLENGES  

The National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020 in 
India emphasizes the importance of multilingualism 
and the preservation of regional languages while 
promoting Hindi as well. Here are some of the 
challenges and potential solutions for promoting 
multilingualism in Hindi. 

 Linguistic Diversity: India is a linguistically 
diverse country with numerous regional 
languages. Promoting multilingualism in Hindi 
requires addressing the challenge of 
maintaining linguistic diversity and ensuring the 
preservation of regional languages. 

 Lack of Resources: Many schools and 
educational institutions lack the resources, 
including qualified teachers and teaching 
materials, to effectively promote 
multilingualism in Hindi and other regional 
languages. 

 Attitudes and Preferences: There might be 
resistance from some communities or 
individuals who prioritize their regional 
language over Hindi. Overcoming these 
attitudes and preferences is essential for 
promoting multilingualism. 

7. POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS  

 Bilingual Education: Implementing bilingual 
education programs that integrate Hindi and 
regional languages can help promote 
multilingualism. This approach allows students 
to learn in their mother tongue while gradually 
introducing Hindi as a second language. 

 Teacher Training and Resources: Providing 
adequate training and resources to teachers is 
crucial for promoting multilingualism. 
Specialized training programs can be conducted 
to enhance their proficiency in Hindi and other 
regional languages, as well as their teaching 
methods. 

 Language Exchange Programs: Organizing 
language exchange programs and cultural 
exchanges between Hindi-speaking regions and 
regions with other languages can foster a 
deeper understanding and appreciation for 
linguistic diversity. 

 Digital Tools and E-Learning: Utilizing digital 
tools and e-learning platforms can facilitate 
language learning, including Hindi. Online 
resources, mobile apps, and interactive 
platforms can make language learning engaging 
and accessible to a wider audience. 

 Community Engagement: Involving local 
communities, language experts, and cultural 
organizations in promoting multilingualism can 
help create a sense of ownership and pride in 
regional languages while recognizing the 
importance of Hindi. 

 Government Support: The government can 
play a vital role by providing policy support, 
allocating resources for language promotion 
initiatives, and collaborating with regional 
governments to develop comprehensive 
language education strategies. 

It's important to note that while promoting 
multilingualism in Hindi, it should be done in a way 
that respects and values the regional languages and 
cultures of India. A balanced approach that 
acknowledges the importance of Hindi as a national 
language while preserving linguistic diversity is crucial 
for successful implementation. 

8. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
AND POLICY IMPROVEMENTS 

When it comes to further research and policy 
improvement related to the National Education Policy 
(NEP) of 2020, there are several key areas that could 
considered. Here are some recommendations: 

 Implementation Strategies: One important 
aspect is to examine the implementation 
strategies of the NEP 2020. Research could focus 
on analyzing the challenges and successes of 
implementing the policy at various levels such as 
central, state, and local, and identify best 
practices for effective implementation. 

 Monitoring and Evaluation: Research can be 
conducted to develop robust monitoring and 
evaluation mechanisms for the NEP 2020. This 
would involve identifying appropriate indicators 
and methodologies to assess the progress, 
impact, and outcomes of the policy. Such 
research could contribute to evidence-based 
policy-making and identify areas requiring 
further improvement. 

 Equity and Inclusion: The NEP 2020 
emphasizes the importance of equity and 
inclusion in education. Further research can 
explore the effectiveness of the policy in reducing 
educational disparities and ensuring access to 
quality education for marginalized and 
disadvantaged groups. It can also focus on 
strategies to address the specific needs of diverse 
student populations. 

 Teacher Training and Professional 
Development: The NEP 2020 highlights the need 
for teacher training and professional 
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development. Research can be conducted to 
evaluate the existing teacher training programs 
and identify areas for improvement. It can also 
explore innovative approaches to enhance 
teacher effectiveness, pedagogy, and support 
systems. 

 Curriculum and Assessment: The NEP 2020 
proposes changes in the curriculum and 
assessment practices. Research can be carried 
out to evaluate the impact of these changes, 
identify any gaps or challenges in their 
implementation, and suggest improvements. It 
could also explore the integration of 21st-century 
skills, digital literacy, and critical thinking into 
the curriculum. 

 Technology in Education: The NEP 2020 
emphasizes the integration of technology in 
education. Further research can focus on 
understanding the role of technology in 
enhancing teaching and learning processes, 
assessing the availability and accessibility of 
digital resources, and evaluating the impact of 
technology-based interventions on student 
outcomes. 

 Vocational Education and Skill Development: 
The NEP 2020 recognizes the importance of 
vocational education and skill development. 
Research can be conducted to assess the 
effectiveness of vocational education programs, 
identify emerging skill requirements, and suggest 
strategies to bridge the gap between education 
and industry needs. 

 International Best Practices: Research can 
involve studying international best practices in 
education and identifying relevant lessons that 
can be incorporated into the NEP 2020 
implementation. Comparative studies can offer 
valuable insights into successful policies and 
practices from other countries. 

9. CONCLUSION 

The NEP 2020 provides a platform to 
strengthen Hindi as a widely spoken and understood 
language in India. It recognizes the importance of 
multilingual competence, cultural preservation, and 
technology-enabled language learning. It emphasizes 
the importance of linguistic diversity, cultural 
preservation, and language skills development for a 
more inclusive and integrated education system in 
India. By ensuring availability and accessibility in 
educational institutions, it aims to promote its usage 
and relevance in a multilingual society. These 
provisions hold potential for the improvement of Hindi 
education, the true effectiveness of the NEP 2020 for 
Hindi can only be determined through long-term 
implementation and evaluation. It would be important 

to assess the extent to which these provisions are being 
implemented, the challenges faced in their execution, 
and the impact on Hindi language teaching and 
learning outcomes. Ongoing monitoring, research, and 
feedback from educators, students, and stakeholders 
would be crucial to evaluate the effectiveness of NEP 
2020 for Hindi education in the years to come. 

REFERENCES 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=165
57840.pdf%20 

https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/file
s/NEP_Final_English_%20 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/nep-2020-promoting-
multilingualism-teaching-learning-nishank-
/%20https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/why-nep-
2020beneficial-significant-ashwani-awasthi/%20 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Education_Policy_2
020#:~:text=The%20new%20policy%20replaces%
20the,India%27s%20education%20system%20by
%202030  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cite this article as: Dr. Harjinder Kaur 
(2023). Promoting Multilingualism: 
Implications of NEP 2020 for Hindi. 

International Journal of Emerging Knowledge 
Studies. 2(3), pp. 77-82. 
  

 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=16557840.pdf%20
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=16557840.pdf%20
https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_
https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/nep-2020-promoting-multilingualism-teaching-learning-nishank-/%20https:/www.linkedin.com/pulse/why-nep-2020beneficial-significant-ashwani-awasthi/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/nep-2020-promoting-multilingualism-teaching-learning-nishank-/%20https:/www.linkedin.com/pulse/why-nep-2020beneficial-significant-ashwani-awasthi/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/nep-2020-promoting-multilingualism-teaching-learning-nishank-/%20https:/www.linkedin.com/pulse/why-nep-2020beneficial-significant-ashwani-awasthi/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/nep-2020-promoting-multilingualism-teaching-learning-nishank-/%20https:/www.linkedin.com/pulse/why-nep-2020beneficial-significant-ashwani-awasthi/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Education_Policy_2020#:~:text=The%20new%20policy%20replaces%20the,India%27s%20education%20system%20by%202030
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Education_Policy_2020#:~:text=The%20new%20policy%20replaces%20the,India%27s%20education%20system%20by%202030
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Education_Policy_2020#:~:text=The%20new%20policy%20replaces%20the,India%27s%20education%20system%20by%202030
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Education_Policy_2020#:~:text=The%20new%20policy%20replaces%20the,India%27s%20education%20system%20by%202030

